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A Subject Matter Specialist (SMS) is an expert in a specific agricultural field at a Krishi Vigyan Kendra (KVK) who trains
farmers, spreads new technologies and solves their problems.

Scan for everything on this career

Salary, exams, colleges, the routes in and the steps after — all on the portal.

career.gsssjethantri.in/#/career/agri-subject-specialist
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SAARTHI - Career Sheet Subject Matter Specialist (Agriculture)

1 About this career

A Subject Matter Specialist (SMS) is an expert in a specific agricultural field at a Krishi Vigyan Kendra (KVK)
who trains farmers, spreads new technologies and solves their problems.

2 At a glance

Stream Agriculture / Science (PCB)
Minimum qualification M.Sc in Agriculture (specialisation)
Work mode Krishi Vigyan Kendra (KVK)

Avg Starting Salary ¥7-10 LPA

3 What you need

INTERESTS
+ Solving farmers' problems « Working with and for people

+ Planning and delivering training

ABILITIES
+ Deep technical knowledge of the subject « Communication and training ability

+ Working with instruments and software

KEY SKILLS

+ Advanced knowledge of specialisation « Farmer training and demonstrations
(agronomy/horticulture/animal science)

+ Extension and communication skills * Front-line demonstration and trial management

+ Report writing and documentation + Use of digital agriculture tools
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4 How to get there

o Complete Class 10+2 Agriculture/Science (Physics, Chemistry, Biology).

Pursue a B.Sc (4 years) in Agriculture.

Do an M.Sc in a subject (Agronomy, Horticulture, Entomology, Soil Science, etc.).
Appear for JET / ICAR AIEEA for admission.

Clear ICAR ARS-NET or KVK/ASRB recruitment exams.

00000

Start as SMS and progress to Senior Scientist.

MAIN EXAMS
+ ICAR ARS-NET (scientist recruitment) + ASRB / KVK recruitment (SMS posts)

+ ICAR AIEEA (UG & PG admission) + Rajasthan JET / Pre-PG
+ ICAR JRF/SRF fellowship

5 Where to study

GOVERNMENT INSTITUTES

+ SKN Agriculture University, Jobner — Jobner, Jaipur (https://www.sknau.ac.in/)
+ MPUAT, Udaipur — Udaipur, Rajasthan (https://www.mpuat.ac.in/)

+ SKRAU, Bikaner — Bikaner, Rajasthan (https://www.raubikaner.org/)

+ Agriculture University, Kota — Kota, Rajasthan

+ Agriculture University, Jodhpur — Jodhpur, Rajasthan

+ MANAGE, Hyderabad (v¥R "sie) — Hyderabad, Telangana (https://www.manage.gov.in/)

PRIVATE INSTITUTES

+ Vivekananda Global University — Jaipur, Rajasthan
+ Suresh Gyan Vihar University — Jaipur, Rajasthan

+ Banasthali Vidyapith (afgemsif &) — Niwai, Tonk

ONLINE
+ IGNOU (3f¥ g y&R) — Distance learning (India)

« MANAGE 3ifars ufietor — Online (India)
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FEES

B.Sc/M.Sc fees in government agriculture universities are about £20,000-%1.5 lakh/year; private institutes
can cost more.

SCHOLARSHIPS

+ ICAR National Talent Scholarship (https://icar.org.in/)
+ Rajasthan CM Higher Education Scholarship (https://hte.rajasthan.gov.in/)
+ National Scholarship Portal (NSP) (https://scholarships.gov.in/)

6 What the work is like

WHERE YOU WORK

Krishi Vigyan Kendras (KVK), agri-advisory and training centres, agriculture universities, NGOs and
international bodies, and agri-tech companies.

WORK CULTURE

Field-based work; direct interaction with farmers and local travel; typically 6 days a week, about 8 hours a

day.

WHO HIRES

+ Krishi Vigyan Kendras (ICAR/State) + State agriculture universities
+ Rajasthan Agriculture Department * Agri NGOs and FPOs

+ Seed and agri-input companies « Agri-tech startups

DEMAND (2026)

Demand stays steady due to the expanding nationwide KVK network and the need to take new
technology to farmers.

7 Career growth

0 Subject Matter Specialist (SMS)
o Senior Scientist & Head (KVK)
e Principal Scientist / Programme Coordinator

0 Director (Extension) / Consultant
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EARNINGS
Starting ¥7-10 drg/ad
Mid level T12-18 @ir@/ay
Senior level $20-30 a1 /ad+

Based on government/ICAR pay scales; varies with experience, rank and institute.

8 The good parts - The challenges

The good parts The challenges
Direct, meaningful impact on farmers - Field work and frequent travel
Specialised, respected role - Competitive recruitment exams
Blend of research and extension - Administrative and reporting load

9 Real-life journeys

Dr. Poonam Jasrotia

ICAR's first woman ADG (Plant Protection & Biosafety)

Entomologist Dr. Poonam Jasrotia worked on integrated pest management and biological control at ICAR-
ITWBR, Karnal. After research in Israel and the USA, she became ICAR's first woman Assistant Director
General (Plant Protection) — a model of women's leadership in agricultural science.

Indian Entomologist - https://www.indianentomologist.org/post/trailblazing-in-plant-protection-an-interview-with-dr-poonam-jasrotia-icar-s-first
-woman-adg-pp

Dr. Vijay Varanasi
Agriculture & Horticulture Scientist (PhD in Plant Sciences)

Raised in New Delhi, Vijay Varanasi earned a gold-medal B.Sc in Agriculture and an M.Sc in Horticulture from
Gujarat Agricultural University, then a PhD in Plant Sciences in the USA. His path from field research to
molecular biology and crop improvement shows the depth of agricultural specialisation.

The Interview Portal - https://theinterviewportal.com/2022/03/28/plant-scientist-horticulturist-interview/
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10 Sources & further reading

1. Rajasthan Career Guidance (source) — https://cg.rajasthan.gov.in/careerguidance/
2. MANAGE (extension management) — https://www.manage.gov.in/
3. ICAR Scientist Recruitment (ASRB) — http://asrb.org.in/

4. SKN Agriculture University, Jobner — https://www.sknau.ac.in/

E E And 770+ more careers — the whole portal

Interest and aptitude tests, government jobs, skill courses and a CV builder — free, no login, and it works
offline.

E career.gsssjethantri.in
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