) SAARTHI - Rt

iR ARTER Uidet - Career Guidance Portal
o) Anfeei, Iseae wfasg "

.

afdma wiffn favg

A vertical farming specialist grows crops in stacked layers using little land and water. With hydroponics and
aeroponics they make fresh vegetables and fruit possible even in dry regions like Rajasthan.

Scan for everything on this career

Salary, exams, colleges, the routes in and the steps after — all on the portal.

career.gsssjethantri.in/#/career/vertical-farming-specialist
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1 About this career

Vertical Farming Specialist

A vertical farming specialist grows crops in stacked layers using little land and water. With hydroponics

and aeroponics they make fresh vegetables and fruit possible even in dry regions like Rajasthan.

2 At a glance

Minimum qualification Class 12 + modern-farming experience
Core tech Hydroponics/Aeroponics

Route Skill training / self-practice

Starting salary ¥25,000-40,000/month

3 What you need

INTERESTS

» Interest in modern tech and innovation

+ Organising and planning

ABILITIES

+ Working with equipment and software

* Understanding relationships between things

KEY SKILLS

+ Operating hydroponics and aeroponics
+ Climate-controlled indoor farming
+ Crop selection and planning

+ Marketing and supply chain

Interest in plants and farming

Sense of shape and space

Nutrient solution and pH management
Sensors and automation

Pest-free production
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4 How to get there

Vertical Farming Specialist

o Pass Class 12 (preferably Science)

e Get training in hydroponics/vertical farming

e Do a university course or internship in agri/horticulture

o Gain hands-on experience with a small setup

e Take a farm job or start your own venture

MAIN EXAMS

ICAR AIEEA (Agri/Horticulture UG-PG)

Rajasthan Joint Agriculture Entrance

5 Where to study

GOVERNMENT INSTITUTES

MPUAT — Udaipur (https://www.mpuat.ac.in/)

SKN Agriculture University — Jobner, Jaipur (https://www.sknau.ac.in/)
CAZRI — Jodhpur

IHITC — Jaipur

Agriculture University Kota — Kota

PRIVATE INSTITUTES

Vidya Bhawan Society — Udaipur
Banasthali Vidyapith (women) — Newai, Tonk

Suresh Gyan Vihar University — Jaipur

ONLINE

ICAR e-Krishi Shiksha / eCourses — Online
SWAYAM — Online
IGNOU — Online/Distance

FEES

Most government programmes are free; special training costs roughly 5,000 to 10,000 per year.
Hydroponics setup costs are separate.
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SCHOLARSHIPS

+ National Scholarship Portal (https://scholarships.gov.in)
+ Rajasthan SJE Scholarship Portal (https://sje.rajasthan.gov.in/)
+ Buddy4Study (https://www.buddy4study.com)

6 What the work is like

WHERE YOU WORK

Indoor growth chambers, greenhouses, container/pod farms and urban rooftop farms.

WORK CULTURE

Both field and technical work; 6 days, 8-9 hours; overtime possible; strong scope for self-employment.

WHO HIRES

+ Hydroponics & vertical-farm startups * Protected-cultivation and nursery firms
+ Hotel, retail and export suppliers « Agritech companies

« Agri universities and research centres + Self-employment (urban/rooftop farms)

DEMAND (2026)

Water scarcity, urbanisation and demand for exotic vegetables are driving fast growth in vertical and
hydroponic farming in India; it is especially useful for Rajasthan's dry areas.

7 Career growth

Hydroponic Technician
Farm Manager

Horticulturist/Agri Scientist

0000

Supply-chain/Venture Manager
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EARNINGS
Starting ¥25,000-40,000/518
Mid level ¥45,000-70,000/#T8
Senior level ¥1,00,000+/#|18

Salaries about ¥3-6 lakh per year; successful hydroponic entrepreneurs can earn up to 10-15 lakh per acre per year.

8 The good parts - The challenges

The good parts The challenges
High yield with little land and water - High initial setup cost
Year-round, pesticide-free produce - Needs technical know-how and constant

Strong startup/entrepreneurship scope monitoring

Dependence on power and equipment

9 Real-life journeys

Sona Misra
Hydroponic entrepreneur (NutriLeafz), Mathura

Biotechnologist Sona Misra turned saline, barren land in Mathura into a thriving hydroponic farm. Growing

lettuce, coloured bell peppers and exotic vegetables, she earns about 15 lakh per acre a year.

30Stades - https://30stades.com/farming/woman-biotechnologist-turns-saline-barren-land-into-hydroponic-farm-earns-rs-15-lakh-per-acre-1117
9082

Mohit Nijhawan

Microgreens/hydroponic entrepreneur (Greenu)
Leaving a corporate job, Mohit Nijhawan started hydroponic microgreens with just 30,000 and a rented 100
sq ft space. Now growing over 75 varieties, he does business of about 12 lakh a month.

The Better India - https://thebetterindia.com/farming/step-by-step-hydroponic-farming-tips-from-successful-entrepreneur-growing-microgreen
s-11027936
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10 Sources & further reading

1. Rajasthan Career Guidance (source) — https://cg.rajasthan.gov.in/careerguidance/

2. Protected cultivation subsidy scheme — https://www.myscheme.gov.in/schemes/gh

[w] [w] And 770+ more careers — the whole portal

Interest and aptitude tests, government jobs, skill courses and a CV builder — free, no login, and it works
offline.

E career.gsssjethantri.in
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