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A Visual Merchandiser makes a retail store's window displays, in-store displays and layout so attractive that
customers walk in and buy. It is a career blending creativity, fashion sense and an understanding of selling.

Scan for everything on this career

Salary, exams, colleges, the routes in and the steps after — all on the portal.

career.gsssjethantri.in/#/career/gen-6733
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SAARTHI - Career Sheet

1 About this career

Visual Merchandiser

A Visual Merchandiser makes a retail store's window displays, in-store displays and layout so attractive

that customers walk in and buy. It is a career blending creativity, fashion sense and an understanding of

selling.

2 At a glance

Minimum qualification

Degree or PG diploma in retail/fashion design after

Physically active on the store floor, some

evenings/weekends

Class 12
Work mode
Demand

D2C retail
Top earning

3 What you need

Growing with expansion of malls, brand stores and

¥1,00,000+/month at Regional VM/VM Head level

INTERESTS
Enjoy decorating and arranging things

+ Akeen eye for detail

ABILITIES

+ Creative thinking and aesthetic sense

+ Physical stamina - lifting stock, climbing ladders,

standing long

KEY SKILLS

+ Window and in-store display design
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Deep interest in colour, fashion and design

Leading and coordinating a floor-merchandiser
team

+ Colour schemes, lighting and store layout

(planograms)
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+ Understanding fashion trends and customer + Sketching and design software
psychology (Photoshop/SketchUp) basics
+ Budget and inventory coordination « Communicating with designers and buying teams

4 How to get there

Pass Class 12 in any stream.
Graduate in retail management/fashion design/fashion merchandising (take the NIFT entrance).
Or do a PG diploma in retail design/VM after graduation.

Start as a VM intern/floor merchandiser at a brand store.

00000

Build a portfolio and become a Visual Merchandiser with a big retail brand.

MAIN EXAMS
* NIFT Entrance Exam (GAT/CAT)

+ CUET-UG (for design/fashion-related courses)

5 Where to study

GOVERNMENT INSTITUTES

+ ¥R e Hienfireht @M (o) — Jodhpur, Rajasthan (https://www.nift.ac.in/jodhpur/)
+ TER e dienfihl 9= (o) — New Delhi

*  HERIST GATSIRIE Aafel 3t sglar — Vadodara, Gujarat

PRIVATE INSTITUTES

+ Pearl Academy — Jaipur, Rajasthan (https://pearlacademy.com/)
* ARCH College of Design & Business — Jaipur, Rajasthan

+ JD Institute of Fashion Technology — Jaipur/Bengaluru

ONLINE
+ 3+ (IGNOU) - gz= frem — Online/Distance (https://www.ignou.ac.in/)
+ Udemy - Visual Merchandising @& — Online
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FEES

Course fees range roughly from 10,000 to ¥2,00,000 per year - lower in government institutes (NIFT) and
higher in private design colleges.

SCHOLARSHIPS
« E BEgR aiéd (NSP) (https://scholarships.gov.in)

+ Buddy4Study (https://www.buddy4study.com/)

« gHETSIeh =g Ga Afeentiar farm, st sEgi (https://sje.rajasthan.gov.in/)

6 What the work is like

WHERE YOU WORK

Retail stores, shopping malls, brand showrooms, e-commerce studios and design agencies.

WORK CULTURE

You will manage a floor-merchandiser team and coordinate with designers and buyers. Evening/weekend
work for display setups and physical effort (lifting boxes, ladders, long standing) are common;
opportunities exist for persons with disabilities.

WHO HIRES

+ Large fashion retail brands (Shoppers Stop, + Retail companies like Reliance Retail and Aditya
Lifestyle, Westside) Birla Fashion

+ International brands (Zara, H&M, IKEA) * Furniture and home decor stores

+ Photo/display studios of e-commerce and D2C + Retail design and VM consultancies
brands

DEMAND (2026)

In 2026, India's organised retail and mall culture is spreading to smaller cities, so every new store needs
visual merchandisers. With brand stores and design agencies growing in cities like Jaipur, opportunities in
Rajasthan are rising too.

7 Career growth

o Floor Merchandiser

e Visual Merchandiser
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e Senior Visual Merchandiser
o District/Field Visual Merchandiser

e Regional Visual Merchandiser / VM Head

EARNINGS
Starting ¥18,000-30,000
Mid level ¥40,000-70,000
Senior level ¥80,000-1,50,000

Per the Rajasthan career portal (talent.com source), experienced visual merchandisers earn about 37,500-1,06,250 per month;
entry floor-level pay is lower. Big brands and metro cities pay more.

8 The good parts - The challenges

The good parts The challenges
Chance to use creativity in daily work - Evening/weekend work during display changes
Fast-growing demand in the expanding retail - Physically tiring work
sector Pressure to lift sales - displays must show results
Networking in the fashion, design and brand in numbers
world

9 Real-life journeys

Surender Gnanaolivu

Retail experience and visual merchandising expert, curator of In-Store Asia

Surender Gnanaolivu is counted among the pioneers who shaped visual merchandising and retail design in
India, with decades of store-experience work for large retail brands like Shoppers Stop. In 2026, EuroShop
(the world's biggest retail trade fair) published a special interview with him on Indian retail design from
kirana to concept stores - proof that Indian professionals in this field can reach world level.

EuroShop mag - https://www.euroshop-tradefair.com/en/media-news/euroshopmag/shopfitting-store-design/from-kirana-to-concept-store-indi
an-retail-design-in-transition
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Tasneem Bharmal
Visual Merchandiser - window and in-store display designer

Raised in Chennai, Tasneem Bharmal loved painting and making her own clothes since childhood; she did a
BSc in fashion designing and chose visual merchandising as her career. She now creates windows and in-
store displays that define a brand's look, and tells The Interview Portal that the creative freedom to
experiment with colours, themes and new retail ideas is the real joy of this work.

The Interview Portal - https://theinterviewportal.com/2020/07/17/visual-merchandiser-interview/

10 If this route does not work out

One exam or one attempt does not close the door. The same subjects also open these routes — entry is
usually easier, and you can return to this field later.

+ Sales Representative + Customer Care Executive

+ Business Development Coordinator

11 Sources & further reading

1. Rajasthan Career Guidance - Visual Merchandiser — https://cg.rajasthan.gov.in/careerguidance/hi/career/%e0%a4%a6%e0%a
5%83%e0%a4%b6%e0%a5%8d%e0%ad%af-%e0%ad%b5%e0%a4%bf%e0%ad4%95%e0%a5%8d%e0%ad4%b0%e0%a5%87%e0%ad%a
4%e0%ad%be-%e0%as4%b5%e0%a4%bf%e0%ad%9c%e0%ad%bc%e0%a5%81%e0%a4%85%e0%ad%b2-%e0%ad%ae/

2. NIFT Jodhpur — https://www.nift.ac.in/jodhpur/
3. National Career Service (NCS) — https://www.ncs.gov.in/

4. NIRF Rankings — https://www.nirfindia.org/

[m] [=] And 770+ more careers — the whole portal

Interest and aptitude tests, government jobs, skill courses and a CV builder — free, no login, and it works
offline.

E career.gsssjethantri.in
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