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An Air Traffic Controller (ATC) keeps aircraft moving safely, orderly and swiftly in the sky and at airports. Using radar,
radio and the control tower, they guide pilots so every flight lands and takes off safely. It is a...

Scan for everything on this career

Salary, exams, colleges, the routes in and the steps after — all on the portal.
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1 About this career

An Air Traffic Controller (ATC) keeps aircraft moving safely, orderly and swiftly in the sky and at airports.
Using radar, radio and the control tower, they guide pilots so every flight lands and takes off safely. It is a
prestigious government job with the Airports Authority of India (AAI).

2 At a glance

Minimum qualification B.E./B.Tech (Electronics/Telecom etc.)
Work mode Control tower/centre, 24x7 shifts
Demand Good — new airports & AAl recruitment
Top earning ¥1,50,000+/month

3 What you need

INTERESTS

+ Interestin aviation and the sky « Working closely in a team

+ Interest in maths and logic

ABILITIES

» Skilled, clear communication * Attention to detail

+ Calm, quick decisions under pressure

KEY SKILLS

+ Operating radar and air-navigation systems + Clear radio-telephony communication

+ Spatial awareness and quick calculation * Managing emergencies and weather situations
+ Concentration and multitasking * Fluency in English
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4 How to get there

Pass 10+2 with science (Physics, Chemistry, Maths).

Complete a B.E./B.Tech in Electronics, Telecom, Electrical or Computer Science.
Appear for AAI's Junior Executive (ATC) recruitment exam.

Clear the voice test and medical examination.

Train at the Civil Aviation Training College, Prayagraj.

000000

Earn ratings and begin duty at a control tower/centre.

MAIN EXAMS

+ AAI Junior Executive (ATC) exam + JEE Main / REAP (engineering entry)

» Voice test and DGCA medical exam

5 Where to study

GOVERNMENT INSTITUTES

* AT AE WefieRt @eie (MNIT) — Jaipur, Rajasthan (https://www.mnit.ac.in)
+ ur.dteA. faygfdeme™ — Jodhpur, Rajasthan (https://www.mbm.ac.in)

* R Hrenfirdht @M (IIT) — Jodhpur, Rajasthan (https://www.iitj.ac.in)

+ AR Iga UfAGTOT et (CATC), AAL — Prayagraj, Uttar Pradesh

PRIVATE INSTITUTES

« #AfogTe gfAafié SIagR — Jaipur, Rajasthan
+ BITS fdart — Pilani, Rajasthan

¢+ IR SHIEIE Tt eaTarsit — Vellore, Tamil Nadu

ONLINE

+ NPTEL/SWAYAM (&gie @ ggEdaR uraashd) — Online (https://swayam.gov.in)

FEES

About #50,000-1,50,000/year in government engineering colleges; £1,50,000-4,00,000/year in private. AAI
training is paid/stipended.
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SCHOLARSHIPS
« I B Uiéd / National Scholarship Portal (https://scholarships.gov.in)

+ Buddy4Study (https://www.buddy4study.com)
» faemerest fvem ko1 / Vidya Lakshmi Education Loan (https://www.vidyalakshmi.co.in)

*  GHATST ool {9, TSI [ SJE Rajasthan (https://sje.rajasthan.gov.in)

6 What the work is like

WHERE YOU WORK

Airport control towers, area control centres and approach radar rooms; AAI and defence airports.

WORK CULTURE

24x7 shift duty covering day, night, weekends and holidays. A high-responsibility, focused, rule-bound
environment. Opportunities exist for persons with disabilities too.

WHO HIRES

+ Airports Authority of India (AAI) + Indian Air Force and defence aviation

* Private airport operators (GMR, Adani) + Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
+ Helicopter and charter services + Aviation training institutes

DEMAND (2026)

With new airports, rising air traffic and the UDAN scheme, demand for qualified ATCs is good in 2026; AAI
recruits directly from time to time.

7 Career growth

o Trainee / Junior Executive (ATC)

e Air Traffic Controller

e Senior Controller / Watch Supervisor
o ATC Specialist / Manager

o General Manager, Air Navigation Services
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EARNINGS
Starting ¥40,000-60,000/#18
Mid level ¥80,000-1,20,000/#5T8
Senior level ¥1,50,000+/#H18

Source: AAI pay scales and NCS, 2026; higher with government allowances.

8 The good parts - The challenges

The good parts The challenges
Prestigious, stable government job with good pay - Night and holiday shifts, irregular hours
High responsibility and respect in aviation - Very high mental pressure and focus
Structured career and retirement benefits - Tough selection and medical standards

9 Real-life journeys

Shyamli Haldar

India's first woman ATC chief, Kolkata

Shyamli Haldar was among the first batch of nine women controllers recruited in 1989; after training at
Prayagraj she served in Kolkata and in 2020 became India's first woman to head an ATC.

SheThePeople - https://www.shethepeople.tv/news/shyamli-haldar-appointed-air-traffic-control-in-kolkata-manager-first-woman-to-do-so/

Vineet Gulati
Member (Air Navigation Services), AAl

Vineet Gulati was selected as an aerodrome officer at AAL in 1985 and worked as an air traffic controller in
Mumbai, Delhi, Guwahati and Lucknow; earning all ATC ratings, he rose to become AAI's Member (Air
Navigation Services).

ITLN - https://www.itIn.in/vineet-gulati-joins-as-member-air-navigation-services-at-aai-aviation
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10 Sources & further reading

1. Rajasthan Career Guidance — https://cg.rajasthan.gov.in/careerguidance/hi/career/%e0%a4%b9%e0%a4%b5%e0%a4%be%e0%
a4%88-%e0%a4%af%e0%ad%be%e0%ad%ad%e0%ad%be%e0%ad%afne0%ad%be%e0%ad%ad-%e0%ad%a8%e0%ad%bf%ne0%ad%a
f%e0%a4%82%e0%a4%a4%e0%a5%8d%e0%a4%b0%e0%a4%95-air-traffic-controller/

2. Airports Authority of India — Recruitment — https://www.aai.aero/en/careers/recruitment
3. Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) — https://www.dgca.gov.in

4. National Scholarship Portal — https://scholarships.gov.in

E E And 770+ more careers — the whole portal
= Interest and aptitude tests, government jobs, skill courses and a CV builder — free, no login, and it works
offline.

E career.gsssjethantri.in
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