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A pharmacist is a medicine expert who dispenses the right drug in the right dose against a doctor's prescription and
advises patients on correct use and side effects. Pharmacists work in hospitals, medical stores, pharmaceutical...

Scan for everything on this career

Salary, exams, colleges, the routes in and the steps after — all on the portal.

career.gsssjethantri.in/#/career/pharmacist
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1 About this career

A pharmacist is a medicine expert who dispenses the right drug in the right dose against a doctor's
prescription and advises patients on correct use and side effects. Pharmacists work in hospitals, medical
stores, pharmaceutical companies and drug-control departments. In India you can practise legally only
after registering as a Registered Pharmacist with a State Pharmacy Council.

2 At a glance

Min. qualification D.Pharm/B.Pharm after Class 12 (PCB/PCM) + State
Council registration

Work mode On-site in hospital/store; lab, plant or office in
industry

Demand (2026) Steady and rising — in stores, hospitals and pharma
industry

Top earning ¥30-55+ lakh/year in regulatory affairs / industry
leadership

3 What you need

INTERESTS

+ Interest in medicines, chemistry and human * Helping people and giving them correct guidance
health

Enjoying precise, detail-oriented work

ABILITIES
+ Strong numeracy and focus so doses are never + Good memory and scientific grasp of drug
miscalculated names, effects and interactions

+ Clear communication and a strong sense of
responsibility
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KEY SKILLS

+ Reading prescriptions and dispensing correct + Drug storage, inventory and expiry management
medicines

+ Knowledge of pharmacology and drug ¢ Quality control (QA/QC) and GMP standards

interactions
+ Patient counselling on medicine use « Pharmacy software, billing and record-keeping

+ Understanding of drug laws (Drugs & Cosmetics
Act)

4 How to get there

Complete Class 11-12 Science with Physics, Chemistry and Biology/Maths (PCB/PCM).
After Class 12 join the 2-year D.Pharm or 4-year B.Pharm (via entrance test/merit).

After D.Pharm complete the mandatory 3-month / 500-hour practical training.

0000

Register with the Rajasthan Pharmacy Council to become a Registered Pharmacist — the legal condition
to practise.

o Optionally pursue higher study: M.Pharm (specialisation) or the 6-year Pharm.D (clinical pharmacy).

MAIN EXAMS

+ RUHS Pharmacy Admission Test (RUHS-CUET) — + REAP (Rajasthan Pharmacy Admission Process) —
the main state route to B.Pharm/D.Pharm. counselling-based admission to many private
B.Pharm colleges.

* GPAT — national exam for M.Pharm admission * NIPER JEE — for some national institutes
and scholarships. (M.Pharm/PhD).

5 Where to study

GOVERNMENT INSTITUTES

¢+ RUHS College of Pharmaceutical Sciences / Faculty of Pharmacy — Jaipur (https://ruhsraj.org/faculty-of-
pharmacy/)

+ NIPER (gt 3fiwfd frem g srgeeam™ ¥¥) — Mohali, Punjab (https://www.niper.gov.in/)

* Jamia Hamdard, School of Pharmaceutical Education & Research — New Delhi
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PRIVATE INSTITUTES

+ Rajasthan Pharmacy College (RUHS-affiliated, PCI-approved) — Jaipur (https://www.rpcjaipur.ac.in/)
« Banasthali Vidyapith, Department of Pharmacy — Tonk

+ Lachoo Memorial College of Science & Technology (Pharmacy) — Jodhpur

FEES
On government/RUHS-affiliated seats D.Pharm is roughly £40,000-80,000 per year; private B.Pharm about
£70,000-1.5 lakh per year. NIPER/top institutes have their own fee structure. (2026 estimate)

SCHOLARSHIPS

+ National Scholarship Portal (NSP) (https://scholarships.gov.in/)
* Rajasthan SJE Post-Matric Scholarship (https://sje.rajasthan.gov.in/Scholarship_portal.aspx)

+ Rajasthan Scholarship Portal (https://scholarship.rajasthan.gov.in/)

6 What the work is like

WHERE YOU WORK

Hospitals and dispensaries, retail/medical stores, drug-manufacturing plants and labs, online
pharmacies, drug-control offices.

WORK CULTURE

Responsible, rule-bound work; shifts and standing hours in hospital/store; team-based, documentation-
heavy in industry.

WHO HIRES

+ Government and private hospitals (hospital + Retail and chain medical stores (Apollo, MedPlus
pharmacist) etc.)

+ Pharma manufacturers (Sun Pharma, Cipla, Dr. + Drug-control / regulatory departments (Drug
Reddy's, Lupin) Inspector)

+ Online pharmacies (Tata 1mg, PharmEasy) + Own medical store / pharmacy business

DEMAND (2026)

Demand is steady and rising thanks to new medical stores, hospital expansion and India's large
'pharmacy of the world' drug industry. Every medical store legally needs a registered pharmacist, so
entry-level roles are always available; higher-paying QA, regulatory and clinical roles are growing fast.
(2026)
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7 Career growth

o Registered Pharmacist (start in store/hospital)

e Senior/Hospital Pharmacist — Pharmacy In-charge/Manager

e Industry track: Production/QA officer — QA Manager or Regulatory Affairs Manager
o Medical Representative — Area/Sales Manager

e Entrepreneur: own medical store or drug distribution business

EARNINGS
Starting ¥2.5-4 dg/ay
Mid level $5-12 Ar@/ay
Senior level $15-30+ a=g/ay

Lowest in retail, moderate in hospitals, highest in pharma industry (especially regulatory affairs/QA). Regulatory leadership can
reach ¥30-55+ lakh. (2026 estimate)

8 The good parts - The challenges

The good parts The challenges
Stable, respected, evergreen healthcare - Entry-level (retail) pay is low to start
profession Long hours, shifts and standing work; zero

Quick entry (D.Pharm 2 years) and the option to margin for error

open your own store Good pay usually needs M.Pharm/specialisation

Many paths — hospital, industry, regulatory, and continuous updating
research
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9 Real-life journeys

Kiran Mazumdar-Shaw

Founder of Biocon — from a rented garage to Asia's leading biopharma

Rejected from brewing jobs because 'it's a man's work," Kiran started Biocon in 1978 in a rented garage with
just Rs 10,000; her first employee was a retired mechanic. She built it into Asia's largest insulin maker,
producing affordable cancer and diabetes medicines.

Wikipedia - https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kiran_Mazumdar-Shaw

Kallam Anji Reddy

Founder of Dr. Reddy's Laboratories — from a village to the Padma Bhushan

Born into a modest rural family in a small Andhra Pradesh village, Anji Reddy studied pharmaceuticals at a
Guntur college. In 1984 he founded Dr. Reddy's Laboratories, built it into one of India's largest drug makers
bringing affordable medicines to ordinary people, and was honoured with the Padma Shri and Padma
Bhushan.

Wikipedia - https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kallam_Anji_Reddy

10 Sources & further reading

1. Pharmacy Council of India (PCI) — https://pci.gov.in/

2. Rajasthan Pharmacy Council — https://rajasthanpharmacycouncil.in/
3. Rajasthan University of Health Sciences (RUHS) — https://ruhsraj.org/
4. National Scholarship Portal — https://scholarships.gov.in/

5. NIPER, Mohali — https://www.niper.gov.in/

E E And 770+ more careers — the whole portal

Interest and aptitude tests, government jobs, skill courses and a CV builder — free, no login, and it works
offline.

E career.gsssjethantri.in
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