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A Foreign Language Teacher trains students to speak, listen, read and write in a new language such as French,
German, Spanish, Japanese or Mandarin, and also introduces them to the culture and etiquette of the country where
that...

Scan for everything on this career

Salary, exams, colleges, the routes in and the steps after — all on the portal.

career.gsssjethantri.in/#/career/foreign-language-teacher
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SAARTHI - Career Sheet Foreign Language Teacher

1 About this career

A Foreign Language Teacher trains students to speak, listen, read and write in a new language such as
French, German, Spanish, Japanese or Mandarin, and also introduces them to the culture and etiquette of
the country where that language is spoken. The work happens in schools, colleges, language institutes
(like Alliance Francaise and the Goethe-Institut), coaching centres, corporate training and online tutoring.
With globalisation, foreign companies and the rising trend of studying and working abroad, demand for
people who know a foreign language is growing fast in India, making this an interesting, respected and
flexible career.

2 At a glance

Minimum qualification Class 12 pass + C1/C2 language proficiency
certification

Course duration About 2-4 years to reach C1/C2 from A1

Starting salary ¥18,000-25,000/month

Work mode Teaching at school/institute; also online and
freelance

3 What you need

INTERESTS
+ Deep interest in new languages, words and * Enjoy explaining, teaching and communicating
different cultures with people

Keen to keep practising through reading,
listening and speaking

ABILITIES
+ Good memory and a flair for picking up + Clear pronunciation, strong listening and
languages communication skills

Patience and the ability to motivate students
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KEY SKILLS

« C1/C2 level proficiency in the chosen foreign + Teaching grammar, vocabulary and pronunciation
language in simple ways

+ Lesson planning, classroom management and * Sharing the culture and etiquette of the language

preparing assessments

« Basic understanding of translation and + Using online teaching tools and digital content
interpretation work

4 How to get there

0 After (or alongside) Class 12, start learning one foreign language — French, German, Spanish, Japanese,
etc. — from A1 level.

o Progress through levels (A1—A2—B1—B2—C1) at Alliance Francaise, Goethe-Institut, Instituto Cervantes
or a university, reaching C1/C2.

e Certify your proficiency by clearing an international exam (e.g. DELF/DALF, Goethe-Zertifikat, DELE, JLPT).

o Take a BA/MA or diploma in the language from a university and a B.Ed/teacher-training for classroom
teaching.

e Begin teaching at a school, language institute or online platform; with experience, expand into corporate
training and translation.

MAIN EXAMS

+ DELF / DALF — French language proficiency + Goethe-Zertifikat — German language proficiency
certification (A1-C2) exam (A1-C2)

+ DELE — Spanish language proficiency certification + JLPT — Japanese-Language Proficiency Test (N5-
N1)

5 Where to study

GOVERNMENT INSTITUTES
o ore fayfaemer - fadeft wroT ymToTe / fewaT uteashd — Jaipur, Rajasthan (https://www.uniraj.ac.in/)
¢ SIATERATd g fagfdEned (JNU) - Tqd Tt oidel, feleder Us shear @l — New Delhi

(https://www.jnu.ac.in/sllcs)

« SiTSh gd fagaft v fasyfaenera (EFLU) — Hyderabad (https://www.efluniversity.ac.in/)
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PRIVATE INSTITUTES

« Sifcrare wigS & SQR (%ha) — Jaipur, Rajasthan (https://jaipur.afindia.org/learn-french/)

. e-EfReye [ AT geR WaH (SHF) — All-India network (https://www.goethe.de/ins/in/en/index.html)
. fReEet wafda (¥fA1) — New Delhi (https://nuevadelhi.cervantes.es/)

ONLINE
+ e-EfRee SiiFeTe S @i — Online (https://www.goethe.de/ins/in/en/spr/kur.html)
+ Sffergia g SiiFers thd wemd — Online (https://jaipur.afindia.org/learn-french/)

FEES

At Alliance Francaise/Goethe-Institut, each level (A1, A2, etc.) costs roughly £8,000-20,000; learning a full
language from A1 to C1 can cost around £60,000-1,50,000 in total. Certificate/diploma courses at
government universities (University of Rajasthan, JNU, EFLU) are available at very low fees (a few
thousand rupees a year).

SCHOLARSHIPS

. IE BEgR aiéd (NSP) (https://scholarships.gov.in)
DAAD - S+t 7 s1egae gq ®Egi (https://www.daad.in/en/)
« hud Hid f$a1 [ tha WaR g (https://www.inde.campusfrance.org/en)
+ MEXT / Study in Japan - STU! ¥ReR BER (https://www.studyinjapan.go.jp/en/)

6 What the work is like

WHERE YOU WORK

Schools, colleges and universities, language institutes (Alliance Francaise, Goethe-Institut), coaching
centres, IT/BPO and MNC companies, travel-tourism firms, translation agencies and online tutoring
platforms.

WORK CULTURE

Work is usually 5-6 days a week; school jobs have fixed hours, while institutes and online tutoring often
have evening and weekend classes. The work is flexible — freelance teaching, translation and
interpretation can be combined. The field offers suitable opportunities for women and persons with
disabilities too.
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WHO HIRES

+ Schools, CBSE/IB-board schools, colleges and + Language institutes — Alliance Francaise, Goethe-
universities Institut, Instituto Cervantes

+ IT, BPO/KPO and multinational companies + Travel, tourism and hospitality companies and
(language support/corporate training) embassies

+ Translation and interpretation agencies and + Online tutoring and edtech platforms (including
publishing houses one's own freelance classes)

DEMAND (2026)

Globalisation, foreign companies expanding in India and the rising trend of studying and working abroad
keep demand for French, German, Spanish, Japanese and Mandarin speakers growing. Demand for
German (for nursing and engineering in Germany) and Japanese (manufacturing and IT) is especially
strong. Schools teach a foreign language as a third language, keeping steady opportunities for trained
teachers.

7 Career growth

0 Language Teacher / Assistant Faculty (A2-B1 level students)
e Senior Language Teacher [ Trainer (with C1/C2 proficiency)
e Head of Language Department / Academic Coordinator

o Translator-Interpreter, Corporate Language Consultant or University Professor

EARNINGS
Starting ¥18,000-25,000/H18
Mid level ¥30,000-50,000/518
Senior level ¥60,000-1,00,000+/#T8

Per Indeed (2026), a foreign language teacher in India earns about £22,500/month on average, varying by city and institute (higher
in cities like Mumbai). Per FrenchTree, with experience in language teaching/translation the annual income reaches 3-11 lakh.
Adding translation, interpretation and corporate training, and gaining C2 proficiency, raises income considerably.
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8 The good parts - The challenges

The good parts The challenges

An interesting, respected career thanks to rising
global demand

Flexibility — school, institute, online and freelance
options

Extra opportunities in translation, interpretation
and travel abroad

Reaching C1/C2 proficiency takes years of effort
and constant practice

Pay is limited at entry level; income depends on
teaching hours

Certification exams and foreign courses can be
expensive

9 Real-life journeys

Chinmoy Guha

French-language teacher, translator and scholar; honoured by the French government

Chinmoy Guha taught French for eleven years at Alliance Francaise and translated French literature (Moliere,
André Gide, Flaubert) into Bengali. He became Professor Emeritus at the University of Calcutta and lectured
at European universities including the Sorbonne. For his contribution to promoting French language and
culture, the French government honoured him as Chevalier des Palmes Académiques (2010) and Chevalier
de I'Ordre national du Mérite (2019). His story shows how learning a language deeply and then teaching and
translating it can lead to international recognition.

Wikipedia - https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chinmoy_Guha

Vibha Maurya

Professor of Spanish, University of Delhi; first Hindi translator of 'Don Quixote’

Vibha Maurya taught the Spanish language and Latin American literature at the University of Delhi for over
four decades. She made the first direct Spanish-to-Hindi translation of Cervantes's world-famous novel 'Don
Quixote' (Part One in 2005, Part Two about a decade later). For strengthening Spain-India cultural ties and
promoting Spanish culture in Asia, she received the Spain-India Council Foundation Award in 2023. Her
journey from teacher to cultural ambassador shows girls that mastering a foreign language opens doors to
a big, dignified career.

Spain-India Council Foundation - https://www.spain-india.org/en/dual_year_article/the_cervantes_institute_houses_in_its_vault_of_letters_the_firs
t_hindi_translation_of_don_quixote
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10 Sources & further reading

1. Rajasthan Career Guidance - Foreign Language Teacher — https://cg.rajasthan.gov.in/careerguidance/hi/career/%e0%a4%b5%e
0%a4%bf%e0%ad%a6%e0%a5%87%e0%ad%b6%e0%a5%80-%e0%ad4%ad%e0%ad%be%e0%ad%b7%e0%ad%be-%e0%ad%b6%e0%a
4%bf%e0%a4%95%e0%a5%8d%e0%a4%b7%e0%a4%95/

2. Indeed - Foreign Language Teacher Salary (India) — https://in.indeed.com/career/foreign-language-teacher/salaries
3. FrenchTree - French/Foreign Language Expert Salary — https://frenchtree.in/blog/french-language-expert-salary-in-india
4. Goethe-Institut / Max Mueller Bhavan India — https://www.goethe.de/ins/in/en/index.html

5. Alliance Frangaise de Jaipur - Learn French — https://jaipur.afindia.org/learn-french/

E E And 770+ more careers — the whole portal

Interest and aptitude tests, government jobs, skill courses and a CV builder — free, no login, and it works
offline.

E career.gsssjethantri.in
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