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A Medico-Legal Advisor is the bridge between medicine and law. They give expert opinions to doctors, hospitals,
insurers, courts and police in cases that need both medical and legal understanding — medical negligence claims,...

Scan for everything on this career

Salary, exams, colleges, the routes in and the steps after — all on the portal.

career.gsssjethantri.in/#/career/medico-legal-advisor
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1 About this career

A Medico-Legal Advisor is the bridge between medicine and law. They give expert opinions to doctors,
hospitals, insurers, courts and police in cases that need both medical and legal understanding — medical
negligence claims, legal analysis of post-mortem and injury reports, forensic evidence, health law,
patients' rights and consumer-court litigation. They read medical records to prepare expert testimony,
guide lawyers, and help hospitals stay legally compliant. There are two entry routes — becoming an
MBBS/BDS doctor and then studying medical law, or becoming a lawyer (LLB) and specialising in
health/forensic law.

2 At a glance

Minimum qualification MBBS/BDS + medical law, or LLB + health-law
specialisation

Course duration LLB 3 yrs / integrated 5 yrs + diploma/LLM 1-2 yrs
Starting salary ¥25,000-45,000/month
Work mode Advisory role in hospitals/law firms/insurance, some

court & site visits

3 What you need

INTERESTS
+ Deep interest in both medicine and law * Enjoy analysing facts, evidence and medical
records
« Commitment to justice, patients' rights and ethics
ABILITIES
Logical thinking and meticulous analytical ability + Clear writing and effective communication

(written and oral)

+ Objectivity, confidentiality and high ethical
standards
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KEY SKILLS

Legal analysis of medical records, post-mortem
and injury reports

Preparing expert opinions and testimony reports

Knowledge of consumer, civil and criminal court
procedure

Research, case-law and medico-legal report
writing

4 How to get there

Medico-Legal Advisor

Understanding of medical negligence and health
law

Interpreting forensic and medico-legal evidence

Hospital legal compliance and consent
documentation

00000

o

cases.

expert opinion work.

MAIN EXAMS

+ CLAT-PG / AILET-PG (for LLM in Health Law at NLUs)

Complete Class 12 — take Science (PCB) for the doctor route; any stream works for the law route.
Route A: Do MBBS/BDS, then a medical-law diploma/LLB, or an MD in Forensic Medicine.

Route B: Do a 3-year LLB or 5-year integrated BA-LLB and specialise in health/medical law.

Add a PG Diploma in Medical Law & Ethics or an LLM in Health Law (many NLUs admit via CLAT-PG).

Intern/gain experience in a hospital, insurer, law firm or consumer forum and work on medico-legal

To practise as an advocate, register with the Bar Council; keep adding medical/forensic credentials for

« NEET-UG and NEET-PG (for the doctor/forensic-medicine route)

5 Where to study

GOVERNMENT INSTITUTES

T fafd fayfeener, SitaqR (NLU Jodhpur) - LLM — Jodhpur, Rajasthan

(https://nlujodhpur.ac.in/university/Il-m)

QOUATY AfSdhd dictel - ik AfSRA g ifaaatarst faumT — Jaipur, Rajasthan
AT Il Tt AT §f3ar gAARIE (NLSIU) - geu @f — Bengaluru, Karnataka (https://www.nls.ac.in/in-

focus/health-law/)

I TR SfT T (AIIMS) - BRI Affd= fasm — New Delhi (https://www.aiims.edu/)
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PRIVATE INSTITUTES

* TORIE A9 A1 giaricl (GNLU) - PG few g4 Afsea @, difersht @ gf¥ew — Gandhinagar, Gujarat
(https://www.gnlu.ac.in/GNLU/PG-Diploma-in-Medical-Law,-Policy-and-Ethics)

« fowmaf@s & @t — Pune, Maharashtra (https://www.symlaw.ac.in/)
« gfRege ift Afef= g8 &f (IML) — Mumbai, Maharashtra (https://imlindia.com/)

ONLINE

* NLSIU PACE - PG fewitar &7 afdea @f Ug gfdad (grsferg) — Online / Bengaluru

(https://pace.nls.ac.in/programmes/postgraduate-diploma-medical-law-ethics-pgdmle/)

+ L (IGNOU) - fafer g gz fvem swrfshm — Online [ Distance (https://www.ignou.ac.in/)

FEES

LLM at a government NLU costs roughly ¥1.5-2.5 lakh per year; a PG Diploma in Medical Law costs about
£40,000-1,00,000. MBBS/MD Forensic Medicine at a government medical college costs very little (a few
thousand rupees a year), while private institutes charge many times more.

SCHOLARSHIPS

. UER BEgR Uiéa (NSP) (https://scholarships.gov.in)

*  SJE ISy g (https://sje.rajasthan.gov.in/)

+ Buddy4Study - @f 8Egar (https://www.buddy4study.com/)
« e weett frem 3o MéA (https://www.vidyalakshmi.co.in/)

6 What the work is like

WHERE YOU WORK

Large hospitals and corporate healthcare chains, insurance companies, law firms, consumer and civil
courts, state forensic science labs, medical councils, and hospital legal/compliance departments.

WORK CULTURE

It is mainly desk-based advisory work — reading and writing case files, medical records and reports. Court
testimony, hospital or site visits and meetings with doctors and lawyers are also part of it. There is
deadline pressure and 40+ hours a week is common.

WHO HIRES
+ Large hospitals and corporate healthcare groups + Health and life insurance companies (claims
(medico-legal cells) investigation)
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+ Law firms and independent advocates (medical
negligence litigation)

+ Medical councils, state health departments and
regulatory bodies

DEMAND (2026)

Medico-Legal Advisor

« Consumer forums, civil/criminal courts and state
forensic labs

* Pharma and medical-device companies and third-
party administrators (TPAs)

Demand for medico-legal experts is rising fast in India due to expanding healthcare, growing medical-

negligence litigation, insurance claims and greater awareness of patients' rights. Hospitals now build in-
house medico-legal cells to manage legal risk, and insurers and law firms seek people who understand
both medicine and law. It is a niche but growing career with a shortage of skilled professionals.

7 Career growth

0 Medico-Legal Trainee / Junior Legal-Medical Officer
o Medico-Legal Advisor / Medical Law Associate

e Senior Medico-Legal Advisor / Health Law Specialist

o Head of Medico-Legal Cell / Director of Legal-Compliance or Independent Expert

EARNINGS
Starting ¥25,000-45,000/918
Mid level ¥60,000-1,10,000/5T18
Senior level ¥1,50,000-3,00,000+ /518

Starting pay depends on the role and qualifications. Per Indeed and salary-data sources, experienced medico-legal advisors earn
around ¥60,000-1,00,000/month, and those with dual medical-plus-law credentials or independent expert-witness practice earn

considerably more. Government forensic/medical-college posts offer good pay scales and stability.
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8 The good parts - The challenges

The good parts The challenges
Arare, respected career combining expertise in - Long, dual education (medical + legal) and
both medicine and law continuous study required
Rising demand, good income and scope for - Stress and high accountability in sensitive,
independent consulting/testimony contested cases
Meaningful role in delivering justice and - Court processes are slow; outcomes take time

protecting patients' rights

9 Real-life journeys

Tirath Das Dogra

Forensic medicine expert, former Head of Forensic Medicine, AIIMS New Delhi

Dr. Tirath Das Dogra earned the first MD in Forensic Medicine from AIIMS Delhi and headed its Department
of Forensic Medicine and Toxicology from 1987 to 2012. He established the DNA facility and the medical-
toxicology laboratory at AIIMS and gave expert medico-legal opinions in many of India's most high-profile
cases — including the post-mortem in the Indira Gandhi assassination and cases such as Rajiv Gandhi,
Aarushi and Bilkis Bano. His life shows how decisive an expert standing at the crossroads of medicine and
law can be for the justice system.

Wikipedia - https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tirath_Das_Dogra

A. Nagarathna

Associate Professor & Co-Director, cyber-law & forensics research centre, NLSIU Bengaluru (with interest in Medical Law
& Ethics)

Dr. A. Nagarathna is an Associate Professor of Law and Co-Director of the Advanced Centre on Research,
Development and Training in Cyber Laws and Forensics at the National Law School of India University
(NLSIU), Bengaluru. A first-rank holder in her undergraduate and postgraduate studies, she teaches criminal
law, forensics and medical law & ethics, and has published research on medico-legal topics such as 'Patient's
rights under Consumer Law.' Hers is a closely-adjacent health-law/forensic academic role — her journey
shows how girls can combine law and forensic science to lead in the medico-legal field.

NLSIU - https://www.nls.ac.in/faculty/a-nagarathna/
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10 If this route does not work out

One exam or one attempt does not close the door. The same subjects also open these routes — entry is
usually easier, and you can return to this field later.

* Judge + Corporate Legal Advisor / Compliance Officer

+ Public Policy Advisor

11 Sources & further reading

1. Rajasthan Career Guidance - Medico-Legal Advisor — https://cg.rajasthan.gov.in/careerguidance/hi/career/%e0%a4%ae%e0%a
5%87%e0%a4%a1%e0%a4%bf%e0%ad4%95%e0%a5%8b-%e0%a4%b2%e0%a5%80%e0%a4%97%e0%a4%b2-%e0%a4%b8%e0%a4%b
2%e0%ad%be%e0%a4%b9%e0%a4%95%e0%ad%be%e0%a4%b0/

2. NLSIU - Centre for Health Law and Ethics — https://www.nls.ac.in/centres/the-centre-for-health-law-and-ethics/

3. Indeed - How to become a Medical Lawyer (India) — https://in.indeed.com/career-advice/finding-a-job/how-to-become-medical
-lawyer

4. 6figr - Medical Law Salaries in India, 2026 — https://6figr.com/in/salary/medical-law--s

[w] [=] And 770+ more careers — the whole portal

Interest and aptitude tests, government jobs, skill courses and a CV builder — free, no login, and it works
offline.

E career.gsssjethantri.in
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