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1 About this career

An Inventory Manager is the guardian and planner of a company's stock — deciding what goods, in what

quantity and when to keep in a warehouse or store, so that there is neither a shortage nor an excess that

ties up money. They monitor stock levels, forecast demand, make entries and audits in ERP/inventory

software, coordinate with suppliers, and take data-driven ordering decisions. In the fast-growing retail, e-

commerce, manufacturing and warehousing industries, it is an organised, analytical and well-paid career.

2 At a glance

Minimum qualification Graduate (any stream); MBA/diploma in supply

chain/operations preferred

Course duration MBA 2 years / logistics diploma 6–12 months

Starting salary ₹18,000–30,000/month

Work mode Full-time job in retail/e-

commerce/warehouse/factory

3 What you need

I N T E R E S T S

A B I L I T I E S
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Interest in organising, tracking and optimising

stock

• Enjoy working with numbers, data and software

systems

•

Keen on the retail, e-commerce and logistics

world

•

Analytical and numerical thinking• Attention to detail and accuracy•

Planning and organisational ability•
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K E Y S K I L L S

4 How to get there

1 Complete Class 12 (commerce/maths is helpful).

2 Do a bachelor's degree (BBA, B.Com, B.Sc or engineering), or a diploma in logistics/supply chain.

3 Learn Excel, inventory software/ERP (SAP), data analysis and forecasting.

4 Gain experience as an inventory analyst/executive in retail, e-commerce, warehouse or factory.

5 For faster growth, do an MBA in supply chain/operations (via CAT/MAT/CMAT) — e.g. IIM Udaipur.

6 With experience, move from inventory analyst to inventory manager and on to supply chain manager.

M A I N  E X A M S

5 Where to study

G O V E R N M E N T  I N S T I T U T E S
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Using inventory systems and ERP software

(SAP/Oracle/Excel)

• Demand forecasting and planning stock levels•

Data analysis, KPIs and building

reports/dashboards

• Warehouse organisation, stock audits and cycle

counting

•

Procurement and supplier coordination• Problem-solving and reducing wastage/shrinkage•

Team management and clear communication•

Common Admission Test (CAT) — for IIMs and top MBA institutes•

MAT / CMAT / XAT — for admission to other MBA institutes•

भारतीय प्रबंधन संस्थान (IIM) उदयपुर — ग्लोबल सप्लाई चेन मैनेजमेंट एमबीए — Udaipur, Rajasthan

(https://gscm.iimu.ac.in/)

•

मालवीय राष्ट्रीय प्रौद्योगिकी संस्थान (MNIT) — प्रबंधन अध्ययन विभाग, एमबीए — Jaipur, Rajasthan (https://mnit.ac.in/)•

राजस्थान विश्वविद्यालय — एमबीए (व्यवसाय प्रशासन) — Jaipur, Rajasthan (https://www.uniraj.ac.in/)•

भारतीय प्रबंधन संस्थान (IIM) मुंबई (पूर्व NITIE) — एमबीए ऑपरेशन्स एवं सप्लाई चेन मैनेजमेंट — Mumbai

(https://iimmumbai.ac.in/mba-operations-and-supply-chain-management-program-overview)

•
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P R I VAT E  I N S T I T U T E S

O N L I N E

F E E S

Government/SWAYAM and NPTEL online courses are often free or very low-cost. Logistics/inventory

diplomas cost roughly ₹15,000–60,000, while a supply chain/operations MBA can range from about ₹2

lakh to ₹20 lakh+ depending on the institute (higher at top schools like IIM Udaipur).

S C H O L A R S H I P S

6 What the work is like

W H E R E  Y O U  W O R K

E-commerce fulfilment centres, retail-chain warehouses, manufacturing factories, distribution centres,

third-party logistics (3PL) companies and warehousing firms.

W O R K  C U LT U R E

Typically 5–6 days a week, 8–9 hours a day; festive sales and year-end closing bring peak workloads and

shift duty. The work spans both computer/data and the warehouse floor. Growing opportunities exist for

women and persons with disabilities too.

W H O  H I R E S
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मणिपाल यूनिवर्सिटी जयपुर — एमबीए (सप्लाई चेन/ऑपरेशन्स) — Jaipur, Rajasthan (https://jaipur.manipal.edu/)•

एमिटी यूनिवर्सिटी राजस्थान — एमबीए — Jaipur, Rajasthan (https://www.amity.edu/jaipur/)•

सीआईआई इंस्टीट्यूट ऑफ लॉजिस्टिक्स — सप्लाई चेन प्रमाणन कोर्स — Online / Chennai (https://www.ciilogistics.com/)•

स्वयं (SWAYAM) — इन्वेंटरी व सप्लाई चेन ऑनलाइन कोर्स — Online (https://swayam.gov.in/)•

एनपीटीईएल — ऑपरेशन्स व सप्लाई चेन प्रबंधन — Online (https://nptel.ac.in/)•

राष्ट्रीय छात्रवृत्ति पोर्टल (NSP) (https://scholarships.gov.in/)•

Buddy4Study – MBA/Management Scholarships (https://www.buddy4study.com/)•

SJE राजस्थान छात्रवृत्ति (https://sje.rajasthan.gov.in/)•

E-commerce companies — Amazon India,

Flipkart, Myntra

• Retail chains — Reliance Retail, DMart (Avenue

Supermarts), Big Bazaar

•

Manufacturing companies — Maruti Suzuki, Tata,

Hindustan Unilever

• Logistics and warehousing — Delhivery, Mahindra

Logistics, DHL, Blue Dart

•
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D E M A N D  ( 2 0 2 6 )

With the rapid growth of e-commerce, quick-commerce and organised retail in India, every large

warehouse and fulfilment centre needs skilled inventory managers to handle stock. Companies like

Amazon, Flipkart and Reliance are constantly recruiting supply chain and inventory professionals; the rise

of ERP and data analytics has further increased demand for this role, making it a stable and growing

career.

7 Career growth

1 Inventory Analyst / Inventory Executive

2 Inventory Manager

3 Warehouse / Supply Chain Manager

4 Head of Supply Chain / Operations Director

E A R N I N G S

Starting ₹18,000–30,000/माह

Mid level ₹40,000–70,000/माह

Senior level ₹1,00,000–2,00,000+/माह

Per Indeed, an Inventory Manager in India earns an average of about ₹24,000/month, rising considerably with experience, an MBA

and larger companies. Becoming a supply chain manager or operations head multiplies the annual package; top e-commerce and

manufacturing companies pay significantly better.

8 The good parts · The challenges

The good parts The challenges
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Pharma and FMCG distribution companies and

distributors

• Government stores and PSUs (Railway stores,

supply departments)

•

An in-demand, stable career in the growing e-

commerce and retail industry

·

A clear path to grow into a supply chain manager

with an MBA and skills

·

Satisfying, well-paid work for those who like data,

technology and organisation

·

Accountability and pressure for stock shortages,

errors or losses

·

Long hours and stress during festive sales and

year-end closing

·

An MBA/higher education and software skills are

needed for better positions

·
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9 Real-life journeys

Suraj Saharan
Co-founder, Delhivery (India's leading logistics & supply chain company)

An IIT Bombay graduate, Suraj Saharan co-founded Delhivery in 2011 — today India's largest integrated

third-party logistics (3PL) and supply chain company. From its earliest days he led the company's operations

and new ventures, including its entry into full-truckload (FTL) logistics, before becoming Chief People Officer

and a whole-time director. With experience at Bain & Company, ICICI Lombard and UIDAI, his journey shows

how someone with a deep grasp of supply chain, warehousing and logistics can build a vast national

enterprise.

Indian Startup News · https://indianstartupnews.com/news/delhivery-appoints-co-founder-and-cpo-suraj-saharan-as-whole-time-director-90780

36

Jyoti Bisht
Operations Manager, Flipkart Fulfilment Centre (former Army Captain)

Captain Jyoti Bisht from Nainital joined the Indian Army in 2004 and served in the Army's supply chain

department in tough terrains like Kargil, Drass and Siachen — the only woman among about 900 men in her

unit. She later completed an Executive MBA from IIM Ahmedabad and worked in healthcare supply chain,

then joined Flipkart as an Operations Manager in 2021, where she runs a team of around 140 employees and

the stock-and-delivery operations of a West Bengal fulfilment centre. Her story inspires every girl who wants

to lead in supply chain, inventory and warehouse management.

YourStory (HerStory) · https://yourstory.com/herstory/2021/08/kargil-drass-indian-army-officer-supply-chain-flipkart

10 If this route does not work out

One exam or one attempt does not close the door. The same subjects also open these routes — entry is

usually easier, and you can return to this field later.

11 Sources & further reading

1. Rajasthan Career Guidance – Inventory Manager — https://cg.rajasthan.gov.in/careerguidance/hi/career/%e0%a4%87%e0%a4%

a8%e0%a5%8d%e0%a4%b5%e0%a5%87%e0%a4%82%e0%a4%9f%e0%a4%b0%e0%a5%80-%e0%a4%aa%e0%a5%8d%e0%a4%b0%e

0%a4%ac%e0%a4%82%e0%a4%a7%e0%a4%95/

Govt. Sr. Sec. School, Jethantri · career.gsssjethantri.in 6

Supply Chain Manager• Logistics Manager•

Port Operations Manager•
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2. Indeed – Inventory Manager Salary (India) — https://in.indeed.com/career/inventory-manager/salaries

3. IIM Udaipur – Global Supply Chain Management MBA — https://gscm.iimu.ac.in/

4. IIM Mumbai – MBA Operations & Supply Chain — https://iimmumbai.ac.in/mba-operations-and-supply-chain-management-prog

ram-overview

5. National Scholarship Portal — https://scholarships.gov.in/

And 770+ more careers — the whole portal
Interest and aptitude tests, government jobs, skill courses and a CV builder — free, no login, and it works

offline.

career.gsssjethantri.in
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