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An Art Director decides the overall visual style of an advertisement, magazine, film or TV project. Guiding a team of
designers and artists, they give colours, sets and images one beautiful, consistent look.

Scan for everything on this career

Salary, exams, colleges, the routes in and the steps after — all on the portal.

career.gsssjethantri.in/#/career/art-director
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1 About this career

An Art Director decides the overall visual style of an advertisement, magazine, film or TV project. Guiding
a team of designers and artists, they give colours, sets and images one beautiful, consistent look.

2 At a glance

Field Advertising & Film Design

Minimum qualification Degree/diploma in visual or fine arts
Starting salary From %45,000/month

Work mode Studios & ad agencies

3 What you need

INTERESTS
* You are deeply interested in drawing, design and * You enjoy understanding Indian art, craft and
visual art. colours.

* You like building creative ideas with a team.

ABILITIES
+ Strong creative and artistic thinking. + Knowledge of perspective and drawing.

* Excellent communication and teamwork skills.

KEY SKILLS

+ Visual design and composition + Graphic design software (Photoshop, Illustrator)
+ Sketching and storyboarding + Colour theory and typography

+ Set and art-department management + Team leadership and project coordination
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4 How to get there

Art Director

Pass 10+2 in any stream.
Complete a bachelor's in visual arts/graphic design/fine arts.

For growth, do a master's in the same field.

You may need entrance exams like NID, UCEED, CEED.

000000

Gain experience as an assistant in a studio/agency.

MAIN EXAMS
+ NID DAT / UCEED / CEED / MITID DAT (design entrance)

5 Where to study

Alternatively, a diploma/certificate in graphic design or fine arts.

GOVERNMENT INSTITUTES

« i faferar s&ef@ar — New Delhi (https://www.jmi.ac.in/)
+ 99 feg fayfeeme (BHU) — Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh

*  HERIST aTeiRig fagfdene (MSU) — Vadodara, Gujarat

« iz wRdt fagfdemera — Kolkata, West Bengal

PRIVATE INSTITUTES

- Offthes gfafdfi&t — Udaipur, Rajasthan

+  wfomra 3= e fagfaenera — Manipal, Karnataka
* A9l UitheFe gAafer (LPU) — Jalandhar, Punjab

ONLINE

+ NPTEL-SWAYAM: fésie1/smé &id — Online (https://onlinecourses.nptel.ac.in/)

+ ] (gze fem) — Distance learning (https://www.ignou.ac.in/)
+ Udemy: T1fthas f&5iTe @l — Online (https://www.udemy.com/)

FEES

Course fees range roughly from 32,900 to ¥94,000, depending on the institute.
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SCHOLARSHIPS

« R B Uiéd (https://scholarships.gov.in)

+ Buddy4Study (https://www.buddy4study.com)

» foermerest fvem ko1 wide (https://www.vidyalakshmi.co.in)

6 What the work is like

WHERE YOU WORK

Animation and film production studios, television studios, gaming companies and advertising agencies.

WORK CULTURE

Not just a desk job; it involves local travel and work on set. Work is often part-time or contract-based.
Opportunities exist for persons with disabilities too.

WHO HIRES

* Film and TV production houses + Advertising agencies (Ogilvy, Leo Burnett)
* Animation and VFX studios * Gaming and digital media companies

« Publishing and magazine companies « OTT and streaming platforms

DEMAND (2026)

With OTT, advertising and gaming industries expanding, demand for skilled art directors is growing in
2026.

7 Career growth

o Runner / Junior Designer
e Storyboard Artist

e Assistant Art Director
o Art Director

e Creative Director
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EARNINGS
Starting ¥45,000/918
Mid level ¥60,000-75,000/#T8
Senior level ¥91,000+/H18

An art director earns roughly 45,000 to 91,000 per month; it rises further with experience and big projects. Figures based on NCS
and indicative.

8 The good parts - The challenges

The good parts The challenges
See your art and imagination on the big screen. - Long and irregular working hours.
Work on varied and exciting projects. - Pressure of deadlines and budgets.
Chance to lead a creative team. - Early work can be contract-based and uncertain.

9 Real-life journeys

Sabu Cyril

Art Director & Production Designer

Sabu Cyril is one of India's most celebrated art directors, designing the grand sets of films like 'Baahubali’,
'Robot' and '2.0". His work has won several National Film Awards, showing that hard work and imagination
can take you to the top of this field.

The Quint - https://www.thequint.com/entertainment/sabu-cyril-baahubali-films-production-designer-interview

Aashrita Kamath
Art Director, Bollywood & Hollywood

Aashrita Kamath studied sociology at St Xavier's College, Mumbai and began in Bollywood's art department,
contributing to films like 'Zindagi Na Milegi Dobara'. She was later selected for the prestigious AFI in Los
Angeles and worked as an art director on James Cameron's 'Avatar' series.

YourStory - https://yourstory.com/2017/11/aashritas-love-affair-films-takes-hollywood-avatar
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10 Sources & further reading

1. Rajasthan Career Guidance: Art Director — https://cg.rajasthan.gov.in/careerguidance/hi/career/%e0%a4%95%e0%a4%b2%e0%
ad%be-%e0%a4%a8%e0%ad%bf%e0%ad4%b0%e0%a5%8d%e0%a4%a6%e0%a5%87%e0%ad%b6%e0%ad%95-art-director/

2. National Scholarship Portal — https://scholarships.gov.in
3. NIRF Institute Rankings — https://www.nirfindia.org/

4. National Career Service (NCS) — https://www.ncs.gov.in/

E E And 770+ more careers — the whole portal

Interest and aptitude tests, government jobs, skill courses and a CV builder — free, no login, and it works
offline.

E career.gsssjethantri.in
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