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A Screenwriter shapes the story of a film, web series or TV show into a screenplay that brings its mood, emotions and
setting alive on screen. They craft dialogue, scenes and characters, working with the director and writer to...

Scan for everything on this career

Salary, exams, colleges, the routes in and the steps after — all on the portal.

career.gsssjethantri.in/#/career/screenwriter
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SAARTHI - Career Sheet Screenwriter

1 About this career

A Screenwriter shapes the story of a film, web series or TV show into a screenplay that brings its mood,
emotions and setting alive on screen. They craft dialogue, scenes and characters, working with the
director and writer to create the best version of the story.

2 At a glance

Minimum qualification Bachelor's (Film/Lit/Journalism)
Avg Salary ¥42,000+/mo or per project
Work Field Film, OTT, TV, gaming, animation
Entry Level Script Researcher

3 What you need

INTERESTS

+ Storytelling and writing « Cinema, literature and drama

* Human nature and character psychology

ABILITIES

+ Creative and imaginative thinking + Ability to craft plot and dialogue

+ Patience to revise work repeatedly

KEY SKILLS

+ Screenplay structure and formatting + Dialogue and scene writing

+ Character building and plot development « Research and gathering references
+ Screenwriting software (Final Draft etc.) + Taking feedback and collaboration

Govt. Sr. Sec. School, Jethantri - career.gsssjethantri.in 2



SAARTHI - Career Sheet Screenwriter

4 How to get there

Pass 10+2 in any stream.

Do a Bachelor's in Film (screenwriting)/English Literature/Journalism.
Optionally do a PG degree or diploma in screenwriting.

Build a portfolio by writing short films and spec scripts.

Gain experience as a script researcher or assistant.

00000

MAIN EXAMS
+ FTII/SRFTI entrance exam (JET)

* University-level entrance tests

5 Where to study

GOVERNMENT INSTITUTES

IR fthew ofR efifae S (FTII) — Pune

. qegsha R fthedt g Tefifas g&iege (SRFTI) — Kolkata

* MGR Te#e fthed U efifas §&ieye (ueehar & BVA) — Chennai
o ISTRI e fasgfdenera — Ajmer

. a3 fagfdenea (dewer # UG fewis) — Mumbai

« SieaqR fagfaemea — Kolkata

PRIVATE INSTITUTES

. et 989 Sesma — Mumbai

« Ui Tehstt sifth fthed Us defifas (AAFT) — Noida/Delhi
- enfaan fagfaemera — Jhunjhunu, Rajasthan

*  STEYUI Giciet St fthed U8 Hifgar — Hyderabad

ONLINE

+ Coursera - Screenwriting — Online (https://www.coursera.org/)

+ Udemy - Screenwriting Courses — Online (https://www.udemy.com/)
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FEES

Course fees range roughly 10,000 to ¥5,00,000 depending on the college (indicative, varies by institute).

SCHOLARSHIPS

« UER BEgR diéa (NSP) (https://scholarships.gov.in)
+ Buddy4Study (https://www.buddy4study.com)

» faenerestt frem ot aide (https://www.vidyalakshmi.co.in)

6 What the work is like

WHERE YOU WORK

Media houses, production houses, OTT platforms, gaming & animation companies; many writers are self-
employed/freelance.

WORK CULTURE

Mainly a desk job; sometimes work-from-home is possible. Hours around 8-9 a day, 5-6 days a week,
varying by project. Occasional travel is required.

WHO HIRES

+ Film & OTT production houses + Platforms like Netflix/Prime/Hotstar
* TV channels & serial producers + Gaming & animation studios

+ Advertising agencies + Freelance/independent scripts

DEMAND (2026)

The explosion of OTT and web series has greatly increased demand in 2026 for original stories and
screenwriters—especially in regional and Hindi content.

7 Career growth

Script Researcher
Scriptwriter/Screenwriter

Script Editor

0000

Group Script Editor
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e Content Head

EARNINGS
Starting ¥30,000/#518
Mid level ¥60,000/718
Senior level ¥1,50,000+/#T8

Established writers earn far more per film/series. Figures are indicative.

8 The good parts - The challenges

The good parts The challenges
See your imagination come alive on screen - Uncertain income, early-career struggle
Freelance and work-from-home flexibility - Frequent rejection and rewrites
Growing opportunities in the OTT era - Deadline pressure

9 Real-life journeys

Juhi Chaturvedi

Screenwriter (Vicky Donor, Piku, Gulabo Sitabo)

Juhi Chaturvedi moved from art director to screenwriter. She poured a decade of advertising experience in
New Delhi into the screenplay of her first film, 'Vicky Donor.' Her notable films include Madras Cafe, Piku
and Gulabo Sitabo—an inspiring example that everyday experience can become great stories.

FrontRow - https://frontrow.co.in/guides/top-5-indian-screenwriters/

Javed Akhtar

Screenwriter & lyricist (Sholay, Zanjeer, Deewaar)

Javed Akhtar is one of Indian cinema's most influential screenwriters. As half of the Salim-Javed duo he
wrote timeless films like Zanjeer, Deewaar and Sholay, winning screenwriters recognition and respect. He
later became a celebrated lyricist and was honoured with the Padma Shri, Padma Bhushan and Sahitya
Akademi awards.

Wikipedia - https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/)aved_Akhtar
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10 If this route does not work out

One exam or one attempt does not close the door. The same subjects also open these routes — entry is
usually easier, and you can return to this field later.

+ Proofreader « Scriptwriter

* Creative Writer

11 Sources & further reading

1. Rajasthan Career Guidance Portal — https://cg.rajasthan.gov.in/careerguidance/
2. FTII Pune — https://ftii.ac.in
3. National Scholarship Portal — https://scholarships.gov.in

4. National Career Service (NCS) — https://www.ncs.gov.in

E E And 770+ more careers — the whole portal

Interest and aptitude tests, government jobs, skill courses and a CV builder — free, no login, and it works
offline.

E career.gsssjethantri.in
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