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A YouTuber or digital content creator makes videos, Shorts and Reels and earns through advertisements,
sponsorships and affiliate commissions. With a smartphone and internet you can start even from a village, in your

own language...

Scan for everything on this career

Salary, exams, colleges, the routes in and the steps after — all on the portal.
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SAARTHI - Career Sheet YouTuber / Digital Content Creator

1 About this career

A YouTuber or digital content creator makes videos, Shorts and Reels and earns through advertisements,
sponsorships and affiliate commissions. With a smartphone and internet you can start even from a
village, in your own language like Hindi or Marwari. It is a real career, but income is highly uncertain — it
demands hard work, patience and continuous learning.

2 At a glance

Minimum qualification No degree required — a smartphone, internet access
and the habit of continuous learning are the real
qualifications

Work mode From home or a small studio, fully online; mostly
self-employed (freelance)

Demand Very high — Budget 2026 announced Content
Creator Labs in 15,000 schools; regional-language
audiences are growing fast, but competition among
earners is intense

Top earning 1 lakh to 10 lakh+ per month (top creators) — but
most creators earn far less

3 What you need

INTERESTS
+ Enjoy making videos, photography and * Deep interest in social media, new trends and
storytelling technology

+ Like connecting with people, teaching or
entertaining them

ABILITIES
+ Confidence in front of the camera and clear + Patience to work consistently for months or years
speaking ability without immediate income
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+ Technical aptitude to quickly learn mobile apps
and editing tools

KEY SKILLS

+ Video shooting and editing on a smartphone  Scriptwriting and the art of storytelling

+ Attractive thumbnails, titles and search * Understanding your audience through YouTube
optimization (SEO) Studio analytics

+ Monetization methods — ads, sponsorships, + Effective communication in Hindi and a regional
affiliate marketing, own products language

4 How to get there

o Complete class 10 or 12 and choose your niche — education, farming, cooking, comedy, tech or local life
Start one channel with a smartphone; upload regular videos and Shorts every week
Learn for free — YouTube Creators resources, Skill India Digital and FTII short online courses

Build eligibility for the YouTube Partner Program — early features from 500 subscribers, and ad revenue
at 1,000 subscribers + 4,000 watch hours (or 10 million Shorts views in 90 days)

Diversify income — sponsorships, affiliate marketing, own products; run the channel like a business

00 000

For a safety net, also consider a digital marketing or mass communication course — these skills can get
you a job too

5 Where to study

GOVERNMENT INSTITUTES

* Film and Television Institute of India (FTII) - Centre for Open Learning, short and online courses — Pune,
Maharashtra (online courses too) (https://ftii.ac.in/)

+ Media & Entertainment Skills Council (MESC) - government-recognized skill courses — New Delhi (training
partners across India) (https://mescindia.org/)

PRIVATE INSTITUTES

* WsCube Tech - digital marketing, video editing and channel-growth courses — Jodhpur and Jaipur,
Rajasthan (also online) (https://www.wscubetech.com/)

+ IIDE - Indian Institute of Digital Education — Mumbai and Delhi (also online) (https://www.iide.co/)
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ONLINE

+ YouTube Creators - official free learning resources — Free, online (https://www.youtube.com/creators/)

+ Skill India Digital Hub - free government courses — Free, online (government)
(https://www.skillindiadigital.gov.in/)

FEES

Starting is almost free — a smartphone is enough. YouTube Creators and Skill India Digital courses are
free; FTII short courses cost about 5,000 to ¥50,000; private digital marketing courses range from
¥20,000 to ¥1,00,000. Basic gear like a mic, light and tripod costs 2,000 to ¥15,000.

6 What the work is like

WHERE YOU WORK

Home studio, on-location shoots in villages and cities, brand events and shoots; editing and uploading
mostly from home

WORK CULTURE

Complete freedom over your time, but no fixed salary; pressure from algorithm changes, trolling and the
challenge of delivering new content every week; discipline is the key to success

WHO HIRES

+ Your own channel — self-employment (the main + Brands and advertising agencies (sponsorship
path) deals)

+ Influencer management and talent agencies * Media houses and OTT platforms

+ Jobs as video editor or scriptwriter for other « Digital marketing agencies (social media
creators manager)

DEMAND (2026)

India's creator economy is growing rapidly under the government's Orange Economy push — Budget
2026-27 announced Content Creator Labs in 15,000 schools and 500 colleges with ¥250 crore, and a
government-YouTube program is training 15,000 youth in creative-Al skills. Regional-language audiences
in Hindi and languages like Marwari are the fastest growing. But the truth is also this — of crores of
channels, only a small fraction earns a full-time income.
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7 Career growth

Hobby creator (0 to 1,000 subscribers) — almost zero income, the learning phase
Monetized creator — ad revenue begins through the YouTube Partner Program
Full-time creator — brand deals, affiliate income and a small team
Multi-platform brand — your own courses, products or app

Media entrepreneur — a business with a studio, agency and employees

00000

EARNINGS
Starting ¥0-20,000
Mid level ¥25,000-1,00,000
Senior level ¥2,00,000+

Monthly estimates (2026). Creator income is highly uncertain and unequal — Indian ad revenue averages 50 to 200 per 1,000
views (much less on Shorts), and most channels earn almost nothing in the first 1-2 years. Big incomes come mostly from
sponsorships and own products, not ads.

8 The good parts - The challenges

The good parts The challenges
Very low-cost start — possible from a village, in - Income uncertain for years — no fixed salary,
your own language, without a degree pension or security
No ceiling on earnings or reach — good content - Algorithm changes, heavy competition, trolling
can travel the whole world and mental pressure
The skills you learn (editing, marketing, - Most channels never reach big earnings — so
communication) also open doors to jobs keep your studies or a backup skill alongside
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9 Real-life journeys

Kaushalya Chaudhary

YouTuber, Sidhi Marwadi Kitchen — Kuri village, Jodhpur (Rajasthan)

Kaushalya Chaudhary from Kuri village near Jodhpur bought a 7,500 phone with borrowed money and
began filming kitchen videos — waiting hours on her roof just to get network for uploads. When Hindi
videos did not work, she switched to her own Marwari language and gained 1 lakh subscribers in a single
month. Today she has over 1.6 million subscribers, runs her own spice brand employing more than 35 rural
women, and reached MasterChef India 2024.

The Better India - https://thebetterindia.com/446677/kaushalya-chaudhary-sidhi-marwari-rajasthan-clean-food-brand/

Manoj Dey

YouTuber — Dhanbad, Jharkhand

Manoj Dey from Dhanbad district, Jharkhand, is the son of a bicycle mechanic and grew up in a mud house.
While helping run the home by giving tuition classes, he started YouTube in 2016 — his early channels failed,
but he refused to give up. His videos teaching YouTube in simple, common-man Hindi reached lakhs of
young people, and his channels grew to millions of subscribers. He believes a government job is not the only
path in life.

The Tribune - https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/entertainment/he-has-arrived-262242/

10 Sources & further reading

1. YouTube income per 1,000 views in India (2026) — https://www.wscubetech.com/blog/youtube-income-per-1000-views/

2. Budget 2026: Content Creator Labs in schools and colleges (IBEF) — https://www.ibef.org/news/government-accelerates-orange
-economy-expands-content-creator-labs-and-skill-development-initiatives-nationwide

3. Government Orange Economy initiatives (Drishti IAS) — https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/govt-laun
ches-3-initiatives-for-orange-economy

4. YouTube Creators — official free resources — https://www.youtube.com/creators/

E E And 770+ more careers — the whole portal

Interest and aptitude tests, government jobs, skill courses and a CV builder — free, no login, and it works
offline.

E career.gsssjethantri.in
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