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Toxicologists study the harmful effects of chemicals, drugs and pollutants on humans, animals and the environment.
Itis called the 'science of safety' because it helps protect people from poisons and chemical risks.

Scan for everything on this career

Salary, exams, colleges, the routes in and the steps after — all on the portal.

career.gsssjethantri.in/#/career/toxicologist
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1 About this career

Toxicologists study the harmful effects of chemicals, drugs and pollutants on humans, animals and the
environment. It is called the 'science of safety' because it helps protect people from poisons and chemical
risks.

2 At a glance

Minimum qualification B.Sc + M.Sc Toxicology
Selection exam CSIR-UGC NET / NEET-PG
Avg Salary T4-9 LPA

Work mode Labs & hospitals

3 What you need

INTERESTS

+ Strong interest in science and chemistry + Enjoy performing laboratory experiments

+ Attention to detail and precision

ABILITIES

* Analytical and logical thinking * Accurate observation and measurement

+ Patience and careful working

KEY SKILLS

+ Handling laboratory instruments « Chemical analysis techniques
+ Data analysis and statistics + Biosafety and safety protocols
+ Scientific report writing * Problem-solving ability

Govt. Sr. Sec. School, Jethantri - career.gsssjethantri.in 2



SAARTHI - Career Sheet Toxicologist

4 How to get there

o Complete 10+2 in the science stream (Physics, Chemistry, Biology).
e Complete B.Sc in Chemistry/Biology/Biochemistry/Zoology.

e Do an M.Sc in Toxicology.

o Clear CSIR-UGC NET and pursue a Ph.D for research roles.

e Alternative: MBBS followed by MD in Forensic Medicine & Toxicology.

MAIN EXAMS
» CSIR-UGC NET (Life Sciences) * NEET-PG (medical route)

+ GAT-B / university entrance tests

5 Where to study

GOVERNMENT INSTITUTES

+ University of Rajasthan — Jaipur (https://www.uniraj.ac.in)

+ Mohanlal Sukhadia University — Udaipur (https://www.mlsu.ac.in)
+ Banaras Hindu University — Varanasi (https://www.bhu.ac.in)

+ King George's Medical University — Lucknow (https://www.kgmu.org)

PRIVATE INSTITUTES

+ Kasturba Medical College (Manipal) — Manipal
+ Christian Medical College — Vellore

* SRM Institute of Science and Technology — Chennai

ONLINE
+ SWAYAM / NPTEL — Online (https://swayam.gov.in)

+ Coursera — Online (https://www.coursera.org)

FEES

M.Sc Toxicology fees range from about ¥10,000 to ¥1,20,000 per year. Government institutes charge much
less.
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SCHOLARSHIPS

+ National Scholarship Portal (https://scholarships.gov.in)
+ CSIR-UGC JRF Fellowship (https://csirhrdg.res.in)
+ Buddy4Study (https://www.buddy4study.com)

6 What the work is like

WHERE YOU WORK

Government and private hospitals, forensic and industrial labs, pharmaceutical companies, research
institutes and environmental agencies.

WORK CULTURE

Mostly lab-based work, 5-6 days a week, 8-9 hours a day. Strict adherence to safety rules is essential.

WHO HIRES

+ Forensic Science Laboratories (FSL) + Pharmaceutical companies

* Hospitals and medical colleges * Environment and pollution control boards
+ Food safety authorities (FSSAI) + Research institutes (ICMR, CSIR)

DEMAND (2026)

With growing drug safety, food testing, environmental monitoring and forensic investigation, demand for
toxicologists is steadily rising in 2026.

7 Career growth

o Trainee [ Junior Analyst

e Toxicologist
e Senior Toxicologist

o Head, Toxicology Department
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EARNINGS
Starting ¥25,000-45,000/918
Mid level ¥55,000-90,000/#T8
Senior level ¥1,20,000+/H18

Salary depends on organisation, qualification and experience. Figures are indicative.

8 The good parts - The challenges

The good parts The challenges
Direct contribution to public safety - Exposure to chemicals and hazardous samples
Opportunities in both research and jobs - Ph.D often needed for senior roles
Employment across diverse sectors - Long, precise laboratory hours

9 Real-life journeys

Dr. Kalpana Balakrishnan
Environmental Toxicologist & Professor, Sri Ramachandra Institute, Chennai

Dr. Kalpana Balakrishnan is one of India's leading environmental toxicologists, known for world-class
research on the health effects of air pollution and household smoke. An advisor to the WHO and global
health studies, she shows how toxicology can save millions of lives.

Wikipedia - https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kalpana_Balakrishnan

Dr. P. Sampath Kumar

Toxicologist & Forensic Medicine Specialist, Chennai

Dr. P. Sampath Kumar is a Chennai-based toxicologist and forensic medicine specialist with nearly four
decades of experience. He completed his MD in Forensic Medicine & Toxicology at Madras Medical College
and specialises in medico-legal cases.

Practo - https://www.practo.com/chennai/doctor/dr-p-sampath-kumar-toxicologist
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10 Sources & further reading

1. Rajasthan Career Guidance Portal — https://cg.rajasthan.gov.in/careerguidance/hi/career/%e0%a4%b5%e0%a4%bf%e0%a4%b
7%e0%ad%b5%e0%a4%bf%e0%a4%9c%e0%a5%8d%e0%ad%9e%e0%ad%be%e0%ad%a8%e0%a5%80-toxicologist/

2. Society of Toxicology — https://www.toxicology.org
3. CSIR HRDG (NET/JRF) — https://csirhrdg.res.in

4. Salary reference (PayScale) — https://www.payscale.com/research/IN/Job=Toxicologist/Salary

E E And 770+ more careers — the whole portal

Interest and aptitude tests, government jobs, skill courses and a CV builder — free, no login, and it works
offline.

E career.gsssjethantri.in
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