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Aquaculture is the controlled farming of aquatic organisms for food. An aquaculture worker helps prepare
ponds/farms, maintain water and waste systems and equipment, feed the stock, and assist in harvesting and post-

harvest...

Scan for everything on this career

Salary, exams, colleges, the routes in and the steps after — all on the portal.
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SAARTHI - Career Sheet

1 About this career

Aquaculture Worker

Aquaculture is the controlled farming of aquatic organisms for food. An aquaculture worker helps

prepare ponds/farms, maintain water and waste systems and equipment, feed the stock, and assist in

harvesting and post-harvest processing. With experience one can start an own business.

2 At a glance

Minimum qualification Class 8 + NSQF L3 (Hatchery Production Worker)
Duration Certificate 3-6 months

Avg salary ¥1-3 LPA; more if self-employed

Work mode Field/pond, outdoor

3 What you need

INTERESTS
+ Setting your own work process

« Interestin aquatic life

ABILITIES

* Mechanical and numerical sense

+ Physical fitness and stamina

KEY SKILLS

+ Pond/tank preparation and water-quality
management

* Maintaining equipment and aerators
+ Post-harvest handling and grading

+ Record keeping

Paying attention to detail

Attention to detail

Feeding and stock health care

Harvesting fish

Disease identification and biosecurity
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4 How to get there

Pass Class 8

Gain six months of work experience

Enrol in an NSQF L3 (Hatchery Production Worker/Aquaculture) course
Take training at ICAR/Fisheries Department/RAJUVAS-KVK

Start your own farm with PMMSY support after gaining experience

000000

Check course duration before enrolling

MAIN EXAMS
+ ASCI/NSQF trade certification

+ ICAR-CIFE/CIFA training assessment

5 Where to study

GOVERNMENT INSTITUTES

A fqumT, I (uferor dhg) — Rajasthan (https://fisheries.rajasthan.gov.in)
« T ug) Rfhaar va Uy fasm fasgfaemera (RAJUVAS)-aTfadt — Bikaner

+ ICAR-FER HiaTeTd Sfiaure sigeem Swi (CIFA) — Bhubaneswar

+ ICAR-ehe Afcdgeht f1erm F=a (CIFE) — Mumbai

PRIVATE INSTITUTES
« NSDC/ASCI ATId1-UTt UerdTeheik UfRA&T0T Shg — Across India
+ pfY g e (KVK) it @rgier — Rajasthan

ONLINE

+ Skill India Digital — Online (https://www.skillindiadigital.gov.in)
+ YA (SWAYAM) / ICAR e-learning — Online (https://swayam.gov.in)

+ Agriculture Skill Council of India (ASCI) — Online (https://www.asci-india.com)

FEES

Most government schemes are free; private courses cost about ¥5,000-%30,000. PMMSY offers subsidies
for setting up farms. Figures are indicative.
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SCHOLARSHIPS

+ National Scholarship Portal (https://scholarships.gov.in)

+ PMMSY Subsidy (Dept. of Fisheries) (https://pmmsy.dof.gov.in)
+ Buddy4Study (Vocational) (https://www.buddy4study.com)

* SJE Rajasthan Scholarships (https://sje.rajasthan.gov.in/)

6 What the work is like

WHERE YOU WORK

Fish/aqua farms, ponds, hatcheries, fisheries cooperatives and seafood companies; own business also
possible.

WORK CULTURE

This is a field job; local travel is involved; you may supervise helpers; about 6 days a week, ~9 hours;
opportunities exist for persons with disabilities too.

WHO HIRES

* Fish/aqua farms and hatcheries + Fisheries cooperatives

+ Seafood processing and export companies * Government fisheries departments and research
institutes

+ Aqua-input (feed/seed) companies + Self-employment: own fish farm

* MPEDA, Fisheries Department and fisheries
cooperatives

DEMAND (2026)

Driven by PMMSY and the Blue Revolution, inland aquaculture in reservoirs, ponds and saline water is
growing even in states like Rajasthan; rising fish demand creates steady demand for trained workers and
aqua-entrepreneurs.

7 Career growth

o Aquaculture Worker
e Fish Farm Supervisor

e Fish Farm Manager
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0 Farm Owner / Aqua-entrepreneur

EARNINGS
Starting T1-1.5 dg/ay
Mid level $2-4 a1 /ay
Senior level ¥5 dRa+/ay (difeteh/aIs hiH)

Self-employment and farm size can raise income considerably; figures are indicative.

8 The good parts - The challenges

The good parts The challenges
Entrepreneurship with government subsidy - Physically demanding, weather/water dependent
support Disease and market risk

Growing demand for fish Irregular hours

Outdoor field work

9 Real-life journeys

Sabiruddin Ghazi

Aquaculture worker & fish farmer, South 24 Parganas (West Bengal)
After training with the Agriculture Skill Council of India, Sabiruddin began fish farming on rented ponds and
now has 16 ponds; his training taught him about fish feed, diseases and using new techniques for profit.

Rural Marketing (via Internet Archive Wayback Machine) - https://web.archive.org/web/20221012181113/https://ruralmarketing.in/stories/skillin
g-the-fishermen/

Sushma

Fish farmer, Katwara, Rohtak (Haryana)

Once limited to household work, Sushma built a two-acre pond in 2022 and, with ICAR training and a PMMSY
subsidy, took up fish farming — now producing about 8 tonnes a year for a turnover of around %20 lakh.

The Tribune - https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/haryana/from-kitchen-to-fish-pond-rohtak-woman-turns-fish-farming-into-a-rs-20-lakh-busin
ess/
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10 If this route does not work out

One exam or one attempt does not close the door. The same subjects also open these routes — entry is
usually easier, and you can return to this field later.

+ Fitter (Processing) + Fish & Seafood Processor

* Wood Polisher

11 Sources & further reading

1. Rajasthan Career Guidance (source) — https://cg.rajasthan.gov.in/careerguidance/
2. Department of Fisheries, Rajasthan — https://fisheries.rajasthan.gov.in
3. PMMSY (Dept. of Fisheries, Gol) — https://pmmsy.dof.gov.in

4. National Fisheries Development Board (NFDB) — https://nfdb.gov.in

E E And 770+ more careers — the whole portal

Interest and aptitude tests, government jobs, skill courses and a CV builder — free, no login, and it works
offline.

E career.gsssjethantri.in
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