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1 About this career

A community journalist gathers ground-level stories from their own village, town or neighbourhood using

video, photos and writing, and brings them to a wider newsroom and audience. They act as a bridge

between the local community and mainstream media, raising issues like roads, water, education and

health that often go unreported.

2 At a glance

Minimum qualification Class 12 pass

Training Level NSQF Level 4

Minimum Age 18 years

Starting salary ₹8,000-12,000/month

3 What you need

I N T E R E S T S

A B I L I T I E S

K E Y S K I L L S
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Interest in local issues and people's stories• Passion for writing, speaking and video-making•

Desire to bring change in society•

Close attention to detail• Comfort communicating with people•

Ability to work in a team and follow clear

instructions

•

Clear writing in local language and Hindi• Shooting video and photos on

smartphone/camera

•

Basic video editing• Understanding of social issues and fact-checking•
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4 How to get there

1 Complete Class 12 (any stream)

2 Turn 18 years old

3 Enrol in NSQF Level 4 Community Journalist training

4 Complete practical training at an NSDC/JSS centre

5 Do an internship with a local media house or NGO

6 Get certified and start out as a News Intern

M A I N  E X A M S

5 Where to study

G O V E R N M E N T  I N S T I T U T E S

P R I VAT E  I N S T I T U T E S
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Interviewing and questioning skills• Uploading content to social media/digital

platforms

•

Meeting deadlines•

No entrance exam is required for this NSQF track — enrolment at training centres is direct. Students

pursuing a full journalism degree (BJMC) may need to clear that university's own admission test.

•

राष्ट्रीय कौशल विकास निगम (NSDC) — Centres across Rajasthan (https://www.nsdcindia.org/find-nsdc-training-

centre)

•

जन शिक्षण संस्थान (JSS) — Available at district level (https://nsdcindia.org/find-nsdc-training-centre-jss/)•

हरिदेव जोशी पत्रकारिता एवं जनसंचार विश्वविद्यालय — Jaipur, Rajasthan•

जेईसीआरसी यूनिवर्सिटी - जयपुर स्कू ल ऑफ मास कम्युनिके शन — Jaipur (https://jecrcuniversity.edu.in/program/jaipur-

school-of-mass-communication/)

•

जयपुर नेशनल यूनिवर्सिटी (BJMC) — Jaipur (https://www.jnujaipur.ac.in/programmes/ug-programmes/ba-

journalism-mass-communication)

•

एस.एस. जैन सुबोध पीजी कॉलेज, पत्रकारिता विभाग — Jaipur

(https://www.subodhpgcollege.com/department_of_journalism-mass-communication)

•
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O N L I N E

F E E S

Most government NSQF training is free or charged a nominal fee. Private BA Journalism/Mass

Communication courses can cost roughly ₹30,000-80,000 per year depending on the college.

S C H O L A R S H I P S

6 What the work is like

W H E R E  Y O U  W O R K

News channels, print newspapers, digital/online media, community radio, and NGO media cells.

W O R K  C U LT U R E

Roughly 8-9 hours a day, 5-6 days a week, with a lot of time spent out in the field gathering stories;

deadline pressure and occasional shift work/overtime are common.

W H O  H I R E S

D E M A N D  ( 2 0 2 6 )

Demand for community journalists is rising with the growth of digital media and YouTube news channels

hungry for authentic ground reports, especially in local-language content teams.
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एनआईओएस वोके शनल प्रशिक्षण कें द्र लोके टर — Online / nearest study centre

(https://voc.nios.ac.in/registration/locate-study-centre)

•

राष्ट्रीय छात्रवृत्ति पोर्टल (National Scholarship Portal) (https://scholarships.gov.in)•

राजस्थान मुख्यमंत्री सर्वजन छात्रवृत्ति योजना (https://sje.rajasthan.gov.in)•

Buddy4Study - ITI/वोके शनल छात्रवृत्तियां (https://www.buddy4study.com/article/iti-scholarships)•

Local and regional news channels• Hindi and English daily newspapers•

Community media organisations like Video

Volunteers

• Digital news portals and YouTube news channels•

NGOs working in the social sector• Community radio stations•

Information & Public Relations Dept (DIPR), PIB,

All India Radio and Doordarshan

•
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7 Career growth

1 News Intern

2 Community Journalist

3 Senior Correspondent / Content Editor

E A R N I N G S

Starting ₹8,000-12,000

Mid level ₹15,000-25,000

Senior level ₹30,000-50,000+

The government-cited PayScale figure is ₹10,250-32,250/month; AmbitionBox data places journalist earnings roughly in the ₹8,000-

68,000/month range depending on experience and city.

8 The good parts · The challenges

The good parts The challenges

9 Real-life journeys

बसंती सोरेन (Basanti Soren)
Community Correspondent, Video Volunteers

From Lopongtandi village in Jharkhand's Ramgarh district, Basanti Soren uses video to document how coal

mining has affected her community. Linked to the Jungle Bachao Andolan forest-conservation movement,

she now works as a trained video activist and community correspondent with Video Volunteers.

Video Volunteers · https://www.videovolunteers.org/author/basanti-soren/
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Meaningful work that drives real change on the

ground

·

Low entry barrier — direct training after Class 12·

Opportunities to grow into freelancing and digital

content roles

·

Starting pay is low·

May involve covering risky or sensitive ground

issues

·

Irregular hours and deadline pressure·
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मुके श रजक (Mukesh Rajak)
Community Correspondent, Video Volunteers

Mukesh Rajak, from the Madhupur/Deoghar area of Jharkhand, has been a community correspondent with

Video Volunteers since 2010. His reporting exposed an Aadhaar-card bribery scam and forced officials to

refund villagers, earning him the Swami Vivekananda Sewa Samman for community journalism.

The Better India · https://www.thebetterindia.com/54620/young-dalit-stands-up-to-corruption-jharkhand-mukesh-rajak/

10 Sources & further reading

1. Rajasthan Govt Career Guidance Portal — https://cg.rajasthan.gov.in/careerguidance/hi/career/%e0%a4%b8%e0%a4%be%e0%a

4%ae%e0%a5%81%e0%a4%a6%e0%a4%be%e0%a4%af%e0%a4%bf%e0%a4%95-%e0%a4%aa%e0%a4%a4%e0%a5%8d%e0%a4%b

0%e0%a4%95%e0%a4%be%e0%a4%b0/

2. PayScale - Journalist Salary India — https://www.payscale.com/research/IN/Job=Journalist/Salary

3. AmbitionBox - Journalist Salary — https://www.ambitionbox.com/profile/journalist-salary

4. NSDC - Find a Training Centre — https://www.nsdcindia.org/find-nsdc-training-centre

And 770+ more careers — the whole portal
Interest and aptitude tests, government jobs, skill courses and a CV builder — free, no login, and it works

offline.

career.gsssjethantri.in

Govt. Sr. Sec. School, Jethantri · career.gsssjethantri.in 6


