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A waste collector gathers waste from streets, homes, bins and landfills, and segregates wet, dry and recyclable
material so that usable waste can be recycled and the rest safely disposed of. It's a role that directly keeps cities...

Scan for everything on this career

Salary, exams, colleges, the routes in and the steps after — all on the portal.
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SAARTHI - Career Sheet Waste Collector

1 About this career

A waste collector gathers waste from streets, homes, bins and landfills, and segregates wet, dry and
recyclable material so that usable waste can be recycled and the rest safely disposed of. It's a role that
directly keeps cities clean and protects the environment.

2 At a glance

Minimum qualification Class 8 pass
Training Level NSQF Level 4
Minimum Age 18 years

Starting salary ¥7,000-9,000/month

3 What you need

INTERESTS

+ Interestin cleanliness and environmental + Desire to help others and the community
protection

+ Comfort with physically active outdoor work

ABILITIES

+ Being physically fit and active + Ability to follow clear instructions

» Comfortable communication with others

KEY SKILLS

+ Segregating waste into wet, dry and recyclable + Correct use of safety gear (gloves, masks)
categories

+ Basic operation of collection vehicles/equipment * Awareness of hygiene and health standards

+ Basic record-keeping of waste collected + Covering collection routes on time
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SAARTHI - Career Sheet Waste Collector

4 How to get there

Complete Class 8

Turn 18 years old

Enrol in NSQF Level 4 Waste Collector and Segregator training
Get certified through the Skill Council for Green Jobs (SCG))

Do field training with a municipal body or waste management agency

00000

MAIN EXAMS

* No entrance exam — enrolment at NSQF centres is direct. The Skill Council for Green Jobs (SCGJ) conducts a
practical assessment and certification at the end of training.

5 Where to study

GOVERNMENT INSTITUTES

« e SiRre faerd i (NSDC) — Centres across Rajasthan (https://www.nsdcindia.org/find-nsdc-training-
centre)

+ S freror @I (JSS) — Available at district level (https://nsdcindia.org/find-nsdc-training-centre-jss/)
. f&pe HRRAA B M9 e (SCG)) — National, NSDC-promoted (https://sscgj.in/)
PRIVATE INSTITUTES

+ SWaCH d% fuee gt afafa (ufreror g IR dfset) — Pune, Maharashtra (https://swachcoop.com/)
+ g% &a1 (Hasiru Dala) — Bengaluru, Karnataka (https://hasirudala.in/)

ONLINE

* QASMESYY aicherdt HfRreror dhg dtchex — Online [ nearest study centre

(https://voc.nios.ac.in/registration/locate-study-centre)

FEES

Most government schemes are free. SCGJ certification fees are usually waived or subsidised under
government schemes.

SCHOLARSHIPS
« EF s Uiéd (National Scholarship Portal) (https://scholarships.gov.in)
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SAARTHI - Career Sheet Waste Collector

IO BEGR Uiéd (https://scholarship.rajasthan.gov.in/)
+ Buddy4Study - ITI/atesHa smgaai (https://www.buddy4study.com/article/iti-scholarships)

6 What the work is like

WHERE YOU WORK

Waste collection agencies, municipal/sanitation departments, waste processing and recycling units, and
waste-picker cooperatives (like SWaCH, Hasiru Dala).

WORK CULTURE

Early morning starts, 8-9 hours a day, 5-6 days a week; work is outdoors in sun and rain, so wearing safety
gear is essential.

WHO HIRES

+ Municipal corporation/sanitation departments + Private waste management companies

+ Recycling and material recovery facilities + Waste-picker cooperatives (SWaCH, Hasiru Dala)
+ Apartment/society facility management * E-commerce and industrial waste-handling

companies

DEMAND (2026)

Demand for organised waste collection is steadily rising under the Swachh Bharat Mission and stricter
urban waste-management rules, especially for people trained in recycling and segregation.

7 Career growth

o Waste Collector
e Process Supervisor

e Waste Management Unit Head / Cooperative Leadership
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SAARTHI - Career Sheet Waste Collector

EARNINGS
Starting ¥7,000-7,500
Mid level ¥12,000-16,000
Senior level ¥20,000-26,000

The government estimate (NCS) is ¥7,000-7,500/month, close to informal-sector entry wages. In organised cooperatives (like
Pune's SWaCH), members have been documented earning ¥16,000-20,000/month, and other market data (Wagelndicator,
SalaryExpert) shows averages up to £20,000-26,000/month.

8 The good parts - The challenges

The good parts The challenges
Direct contribution to environmental and civic - Physically demanding and sometimes unhygienic
cleanliness conditions
Opportunity to raise income and dignity by - Pay and safety can be inconsistent in the informal
organising into cooperatives sector
Accessible even with a lower educational - May face social stigma
qualification

9 Real-life journeys

P (Krishna)

Co-founder, Hasiru Dala

From a third-generation waste-picking family in Bengaluru, Krishna dropped out of school after Class 7 but
decided at 21, after attending a national waste-pickers' gathering in Delhi, to fight for the profession's
dignity. He helped set up Hasiru Dala and now runs a dry-waste collection centre that processes 3 tonnes of
waste a day and employs 15 people.

YourStory - https://yourstory.com/socialstory/2025/01/krishna-waste-collector-entrepreneur-champion-of-change
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TIRBT HISHX (Sarika Karadkar)
Member, SWaCH Waste Picker Cooperative

Sarika Karadkar began collecting waste with her mother at age eight. Today she is a member of Pune's
SWaCH waste-picker cooperative, earns roughly ¥16,000-20,000 a month, has travelled internationally to
speak about waste management, and is able to send her own daughter to school.

YourStory - https://yourstory.com/socialstory/2025/02/pune-swach-waste-pickers-dignity-hope

JHA R (Suman More)

Chairperson, SWaCH Cooperative

Suman More once worked on open dumpsites. Today she is Chairperson of Pune's SWaCH waste-picker
cooperative and an office-bearer of its workers' union, having led organised waste management for close to
a decade — an example of the journey from waste collector to process-supervisor-level leadership.

Mongabay India - https://india.mongabay.com/2025/01/empowering-waste-pickers-with-dignified-jobs-for-environmental-change/

10 Sources & further reading

1. Rajasthan Govt Career Guidance Portal — https://cg.rajasthan.gov.in/careerguidance/hi/career/%e0%a4%b5%e0%a5%87%e0%a
4%b8%e0%a5%8d%e0%a4%9f-%e0%a4%95%e0%a4%b2%e0%a5%87%e0%a4%95%e0%a5%8d%e0%a4%9f%e0%a4%b0/

2. SCGJ - Recyclable Waste Collector and Segregator Qualification Pack — https://sscgj.in/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/SG)_Q6101_
Recyclable-Waste-Collector-and-Segregator_v1.pdf

3. Wagelndicator - Waste Collector Pay in India — https://wageindicator.org/en-in/work-in-india/role-and-pay/india-garbage-and-r
ecycling-collectors

4. Mongabay India - Empowering Waste Pickers with Dignified Jobs — https://india.mongabay.com/2025/01/empowering-waste-pi
ckers-with-dignified-jobs-for-environmental-change/

E E And 770+ more careers — the whole portal

Interest and aptitude tests, government jobs, skill courses and a CV builder — free, no login, and it works
offline.

E career.gsssjethantri.in
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